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POINT OF VIEW
by Major General John R. Groves Jr.

Adjutant General of Kentucky

Membership in the Kentucky National Guard

requires a special dedication unlike thal needed for most other
orgamzations. Not only docs a typical Guard member have to

concern him ot herself with meeling many of the demands of an
active duty mihrary unil — coping with physical fitness standards,

training schedules and overseas deployiments, (o name but a few -

but there are civilian employer concerns, thne away from friends
and family, nol to incntion the
calt to aid the Commonwealth
dunng a natural disastec or ¢ivil
disturbance.

1’s been my experience that
very few people are in this
business for the moncy; indeed,
tor many members who commule
great distances to be in their unit,
a paycheck just barely covers
their expenses. Membership in
the National Guard, it would
seem, 1s very often its own
reward.

Two years ago, however, the
people of Kentucky bestowed
upon us a grand gitt in recogni-
tion of (he sacrilices beirg made on thewr behulf. Providing tull
tuition (o any state university, college, vocationa! or technical
institution, the Kentucky National Guavd Tuilion Assistance Bill
has allowed more than a thousand of Kentucky’s best and
brightest (o pursue their dreams for a belter future, both m their
role as members of the Guard as well as members of their
comimmities.

This is indeed a reward that 1y proportion to the oath that
you -- the sons and daughters of Kentucky -- have swoin 1o
uphold. A Tair price for a job well done.

Approximately $1 million of tuition assistance money has
been spent so far, and the results have been outstandjng. It seems
that wherever 1 go, whether it’s on a tank finng range or a fight
live o1 a unit headquarters, § find young - and perbaps a tew that
are nol so young - soldiers and airmen are taking this path of
opportunily, seeking (o better themselves and their place in life.
In turn, these forward-thinking individuals are making the
Kentucky National Guard a belter organization by virtue of not
just their education and knowledge, bul that spark of enthusiasm,
thal hunger for more.

We are indeed gelting more than we bargained for.

I cannot overstate the importance of the tultion assistance
prograin to future generations of the Kentucky Guard. Without
the seeds of tnspiration, we cannot grow, and if we cannot grow,
our chances for mission success diminish. The people of the
Commonwealth hiave responded {o the contributions that you
have made, as well as vour poiential for the future, and we must
honor thal lrust.

In al) the excitement that has
taken place since tuition assis-
tance has become available.
however, 10°s easy to take things
for granted. No other srate has a
program thal matchcs ours and in
these days of budget cuis and
ditninishing resources, we should
be thankful. We need 10 recog-
nize those who provided us with
this opportunity. There were the
officers and enlisted who fics(
took aclion, turning an idea into
rcality and put wgether a work-
able plan; the National Guard
Association of Kentucky, who championed our causc by bringing
our needs to the attention of our civilian leadership; the siate
senators and representatives who recogmzed a good thing when
they saw 1t and provided the funding; Governor Paul E. Paiton,
our Commander in Chief, who signed the bill into law; and
finally, the people who make up this great Commonwealth, whom
we are sworn to serve and protect in times of war and peace.

To all of these people we owe a debt of gratitude, for without
their support and consideration we would not be the National
Guard we are (oday.
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The National Guard Franchise

.. by the people, of the people and for the people

comments by
Brig. Gen. Bruce Pieratt,
Assistant Adjutant General

Team-building is the mission.

Your Jocal National Guard 1s
founded “by the people” in the consti-
tution and deeply rooted in the tradi-
tion of leaders forming fully manned
units “of the people” (citizen soldiers)
to beready on call “for the people.”

A modern day understanding of the
National Guard is that the American public
has granted franchises to communities and
expects leaders to maintain fully-manned
units/teams that are responsive when called
upon. National Guard franchises differ from
aregular Army unit and require leadership
effectiveness and a scope of team building
much different than the regular Anny.

Individuals join the Guard because
they want to be a citizen soldier. If they
wanted to be a full-time soldier, they would
bave joined the regular service. Unlike full-
time soldiers, the citizen soldier usually has

a long term caring commitment to their
hometown National Guard and may only
change units one or twice in a career.

Every unit and community should
regularly go through a “soul searching”
period to determine what quality and
standard they really want their franchise to
have. If the membership and the commu-
nity really care, then the appointed key
Jeaders prepare goals and a strategy to
build full crews and teams, thus a fully
manned franchise is first and foremost in
their vision and commitment.

Over the years nearly every branch
and every baftalion has been at or near the
top in team building success reflecting the
best of Pride in Performance. But today is
different. Once proud franchises are
struggling to find a goal or strategy to meet
the real mission of team-building. Where
are the leaders who care enough and have
the self-determination to rebuild the weak
and broken franchises? Will they stand out
by making their unit a fun, enjoyable,
challenging and rewarding unit to be in?

A winning team-building strategy is
crafted with a balance of realistic goals that
the unit itself develops, accepts and all buy
into. This can only take place after a gut-
wrenching, sonl searching session that
develops agreement on the answers to
these questions.

J. Why would someone join our unit/
Sfranchise?

2. Why would a team member choose 1o
get out of the unit?

3. Why wouldn 't soldiers want to come to
arill and be part of this franchise?

4. Does our franchise function with a
proper balance of emphasis on each
element of team-building such as
training, recruiting, field exercises
and meeting expeclations of other
headgquarters?

Leaders at all Jevels should be making
the personal commitment to find the
“franchise members” that can build the
crew, squad, platoon, section and company
around them and enjoy doing it with a
passion.

Guardsmen come to the rescue

Kentucky aviators take time out from school to foil robbery

Ft. Rucker, Alabama—
Two Kentucky Army Nation
Guard aviators apprehendex
a pair of purse snatchers in
the parking lot of an
Alabama Wal-MartNov. 11.

CW?2 Allan Beghtol
and CW?2 Lance Nation
were stopping in for last
minute provisions for
their Aviation Warrant
Officer Advanced Class
when they noticed two suspicious
young men.

“They had walked four or five parking
spaces past our car when we realized that
something was happening,” said Beghtol.

Suddenly the two suspects, with a
distraught woman'’s purse in hand, darted
toward the southem side of the Wal-Mart

parking lot. She instantaneously pursued
the two young men, but they were running
away too quickly.

“We saw that they were getting away,
so we got back in our car and went after
them. Once we got close to them we

jumped out,” said Nation.

As the two suspects crossed the
railroad tracks adjacent to Wal-Mart, they
noticed that Beghtol and Nation were
chasing them. Nation tackled the first
suspect, while Beghtol continued after the
other.

“I chased down the second guy, and
then held him down until the police came,”
Beghtol said.

“It is great that they (Beghtol and
Nation) went after the two assailants. The
chances of the Enterprise Police Depart-
ment recovering the purse would have been

slim to none if it weren’t for them,” Said Lt.
Mike Lolley, an Enterprise Police Officer.

“Because | work with the Kentucky
Nationa! Guard Counter Drug Force,
something like this is no big deal. We
weren’t ouf to get medals or anything — we
just saw two kids up to no good and
chased them down,” said Beghtol.

“It you see something wrong going on
and you can stop it — then stop it. Don’t
Jjust stand by and watch something happeu.
People need to be accountable. Even if you
are on the sideline, von still have a respon-
sibility to take action,” said Nation.

According to Lolley, the two assaitants
have been charged with felony theft, which
in Alabama can be punishable with a
minimum of one year and a day in jail.
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Army Guard wins

top honors at
First Army
competition

by Spc. Stephen Woolverton

Two Kentucky Army National Guard
soldiers have been declared to be among
the best.

Sgt. John A. Joyce Jr. and Sgt. 1 Class
David P. Munden were respectively
awarded the 1* U.S. Army Soldierand Non-
Commissioned Officer (NCO) of the year
awards.

The Soldier & NCO of thc Year
competition 15 an annual event that
challenges National Guard soldiers to pat
their knowledge to Lhe test. The competi-
tion is comprised of the soldier’s past
accomplishments and his/her familiarity
with military subject matter. Candidates go
before a board of senior NCOs where they
must present themselves with an upright
military bearing while in a sharp Class “A”
uniform. They are asked a wide range of
qucstions spanning topics like fiest aid,
military weapons, leadership and more.

Every year the soldiers of the Ken-
tucky Army Guard are put to the test, but
only two are picked to go onto the ¥ Army
lo compete with soldiers from al) over the
castern United States.

Joyce is the top tank
gunner in the 2" Battalion,

1237 Armor, a student of criminal
Justice at Murray State University, a scrap
analyst for Mattel Corp. and an assistant
scout master for Troop 112 in Benton, Ky.
Somewherc in the middle of all of that John
madc the time to study for and win the titlc
ofthe 1* U.S. Army Specialist of the year
for 1998.

After being
awarded Kentucky
National Guard State
Soldier of the Year
honors, Joyce went
on to 1 Army to
compete against
twenty-six individu-
als representing
about 70% of the
total army.

At the competi-
tion he had a rough
start but didn’t let
that stop him.

“The first
question that 1 was

photo by Staff Sg

Sgt. John A. Joyce
Jr. (above) and

Sgt. 1t Class
David P. Munden
put Kentucky in
the spotlight by
winning the 1st
U.S. Army Soldier
and NCO of the
Year awards.

photo: Sgt. Maj. Mike James

asked threw me for a loop,” he explained.
“In this competition it is better to give no
answer than a wrong one, so I passed on
that one and kept on going.”

Putting a bad start behind him, he
focused on the questions to come and won
the 1 Army Specialistofthe Year. After
three years of achieving Brigade Soldier of
the Year and two years of achieving State
Soldicr of the Year he said that winning at
the 1 Army level “was a real surprise.
After I had won at the state level ] thought
that was it.”

Joyce admits that he is not the only
one who deserves recognition.

“Tara (his wife), was very supportive
of me. She didn’tcomplain about the extra
drills and she helped me study. She
probably could answer all of the board
questions herself.”

Tara was rewarded for her efforts when
she went with him to Washington D.C.

“She loved our trp to Washington.
We got to tour all of the capital to include
dinners with lots of interesting people.”

Joyce believes that what is most
important is the friendships he has made,
but if you ask him about fond memories
he’l tell you.

“The trip to Washington will always bc
one of the highlights of my time in the
National Guard. Most people don’t get a

chance to have two and three star generals
waiting to shake your hand.”

After it was all over Joyce went back o
driJl with his unjt and it was business as
usual.

“There is not a big to do about it right
now. 1 think that they have something
planned for next month but this is the way [
like it. It was fun and challenging but this
is what I joined the guard for.”

Joyce plans on continuing to do his
best for the National Guard in Co. C, 2"
Battalion 123™ Armor, making his way up
the enlisted ranks and putting in 20 plus
years.

“The National Guard ts a choice that
you make. It is your opportunity to serve
your community and country.”

1% Army NCO of the Year
Sgt. 1*' Class David P.
Munden served for eight

years in the Marine Corps
before becoming a decoratcd imcmber of the
Kentucky Army National Guard's 198"
Military Police Battalion. He currently
works in Louisville, Ky. as a probation and
parole officer, and somewhere along the
way earned a Masters degree in Criminal
Justice from the University of Louisville.

(continued on next page)
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Artillery o “ﬁcer sets
R standard for others
by Spc. John Kibler, = :

_1 33rd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment tional Guard Junior OfﬁCér oftﬁ;a- Year.
hough t:ei‘tainly busy with his milita:ty career,

If you were to look up the W@r& dedzcatzon in the
-=dact10nary, you’d probably see a pleime of Capt. Brian
Wertzler in the margin. A recent recipient of the General S
Douglas MacArthur Leadership Award for outstanding Wertzler believes in education, and to this end he
leadership abilities both within and outside the military.
Wertzler — commander of '
Battery A, 1+ Battalion 138"
Field Artillery — attributes the
needs of his soldiers as the
driving force behind his succes

has already achieved a Bachelor’s Degree from Eastern
Kentucky University in Organiza-
tional Communication and is workin
on his Master’s Degree in Defense
Management through the American.
# Military University.

“My main concernis “Soon sixty percent of the
takmg care of the soldiers I a Army’s field artille e within
responsible for t‘ratmng, : the National Guard,” says Wertzler.
Wertzler said. “I am thankful “This means that there is a growing
for the recognition of my hard need to develop and maintain a

work, but | do' what I do for the
soldiers, not fc

vards.”

strong, well-trained officer corps. I
t to be part of that.”

Wertzler has been in the ~ “Ihavealot of soldiers

military since 1989 when he that I feel 1 am responsible for, and

joined the National Guard as a private. In1991hewas  making sure they are prdperly trained and I am properly

 selected to attend the Kentucky Military Academy and trainedis my pnorlty

served in a variety of positions including fire support .tﬁ ghest pralse from his superiors.

officer, recon survey officer, battery executive officerand His work here has been outsﬁzin&hng, said Lt.

fire dlrec‘tism ofﬁper for the battalion. : Col. Lonnie Culver, executive officer of the 138" Field
This is not the first award for which Wertzler has Attillery Brigade. “In my opinion, he is the best captain in

been nominated. He is also the current Kentucky Na- the National Guard.”

-(continued from page 4)

Munden considers the award bestowed upon him by the Army a “great honor” but would like to see more active participation.

“I would like to see more NCO’s step up and take this challenge,” he said. “It is a good tool for testing your capabilities as well as
a good way to gain kinowledge.”

Even though the competition was tough, Munden went to the state finals the year before and has learned from his mistakes.

“There were a few questions that [ had some trouble with, but I had gone over what had been asked last year. I believe that helped
me out.”

Munden did not do this all by himself though. He had his wife backing him up all the way.

“Ginger has been very supportive in my National Guard career as well as in this competition. She has given me the quiet time to
study and was there to make sure that my uniform looked good.” -

His unit was there to help him as well, recognizing his achievements and supplying him with encouragement and useful study
materials.

Munden’s future plans involve continued service in the National Guard and furthering his education.

“I plan on continuing to serve my country and look forward to promotion. In the fall [ start work on my doctorate and go on to
teach after [ retire.”
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by Staff Sgt. David W. Altom

Mayor Kenneth Isaacs had a serious
problem. Oue of the worst snowstorms to
ever hit the state of Kentucky had literally
shut down the town of McKee and he was
doing everything he could to make svre
that the people he’'d sworn to serve were
being cared for. But some things, it seemed
were just beyond his power.

“In one of our apartment buildings we
had an elderly resident who was on
oxygen,” he explained. “and the bottle had
run out. We’d put a call into Patty A. Clay
hospital in Richmond for some help. but
with the weather the way it was, nobody
could get through. We were all pretty
worried about what we should do ... and
then bere came a Kentucky Guard humvee
up the road.”

In the humvee were ¢enough oxygen

' throughout the state. More than

The Bluegrass Guard

power lines, conditions deteriorated to the

point where survival was a serious concern.
In the first few hours of the crisis a

UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter from the 63¢

- Aviation Group was dispatched to rescue a
kidney dialysis patient stranded in his rura]

home by high drifis and fallen trees. On the
ground Guard members performed similar
missions countless times, theit humvees a
familiar sight on the stark white landscape,
transporting not only medical patients and
vicums of the storm, but emergency
workers, medical personnel and law

~ enforcement officials.

Anything and everything in the

Kentucky Guard inventory that could get
~ through the heavy snow was put to use. In
' addition to the 200 humvees that were on
. the road, more Lhan fifty tactical wreckers

and heavy trucks were called in to unclog

. traffic jams caused by those desperate to

bottles to see the infirmed resident through

the crisis.

“They saved a life that day,” Isaacs
said. “I don’t have enongh good things to
say about the Guard. They were
really good to us.”

Such scenes were repeated 1n
more than half of Kentucky’s 120
counties this winter when record
snowfalls struck the Common-
wealth, stranding thousands of
people and putting lives at risk

1,100 Kentucky National Guard
soldicrs and airmen responded to
the emergency, bringing aid and
comfort wherever they could.
Meering the basic buman
needs became the focus in the
hardest hit areas. With snow
drifts reported as high as three feet in some
counlies, blocking roads and downing

A Kentucky Guard UH-60 Blackhawk
(top) prepares for another relief mission.
photo by Spc. John Kibler, 133rd MPAD
Gov. Paul E. Patton (right) in his role
as command-in-chief of the Kentucky
Guard, surveys a road cleared by
combat engineers.

Tech. Sgt. Michael Newman and
Staff Sgt. Ralph Duke (left) of the
Kentucky Air Guard’s 123rd Special
Tactics Flight, provided vital
communications links in isolated
McCreary County.

photos by Staff Sgt. David W. Alfom

get to shelter.

But even staying at home carried some
risk. Atone point an estimated 50,000
households were without power. Twenty-

two armorics were opened up as shelters,
while two dozen power generators were
brought online to run water plants and
provide power to shelters affected by the
blackout. Meanwhile, combat engineers
from the 201* and 206" Engineer Battalions
joined forces with the Kentucky Air Guard’s
123 Civil Engineer Flight. using chainsaws
to clear away fallen tree dimbs and debris
and in turn speed up the restoration of
power.

“We couldn’t have gotten our equip-
ment in without the Guard’s help,” said
Reed Hall, district manager for Kentucky
Utilines in McCreary County. “They made
it possible to bring bucket trucks and
linemen. Things would have been much

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

worse without them.”

In some parts of the state conditions
were so bad that ajr support had to be
expanded. OH-58 Kiowa and Blackbawk
§ helicopters flew search and rescue missions
wherever ground support was unavailable,
risking white out conditions to fly from
house to house in the mare remote regions,
1§ bringing food and supplies to residents
isolated by the heavy snow.

“Our main concern was in meeting with
all the families we could, to make sure
1 everyone had food and water and proper
! | medical attention,” said Lt. Col. Donnie
Storm, who oversaw the relief effort in
eastern Kentucky. “Getting medicine and
proper health care to those who were
stranded was our main priority. Jt took
awhile, but we were able to get to everyone
§ who needed help.”

The Kentucky Air Guard provided
essential support in the relief effort,
bringing on dozens of members from its
1 123" Mission Support Flight, Communica-
tions Flight, Special Tactics Flight, and
1 Security Forces Squadron. Airmen estab-
| tished and maintained much-needed
communications networks, cleared public
rights of way, delivered medicine to
stranded residents and patrolled the
interstate highways with local law enforce-
ment personnel.

Govemor Paul E. Patton accompanied
Kentucky National Guard troops on a road-
clearing mission in McCreary County where
he witnessed firsthand the conditions
suffered by local residents.

“QOur people are having a fough time
here and the National Guard is putting forth
an extraordinary effort,” he said during a
break in the work. “I’m proud of what I’'m
seeing and [ know everyone here is grateful
for their efforts.”

By the time the snow melted away at
Jeast 40 counties would sustain more that
313 million worth of damages. The loss of
eleven lives would be eventually be
attributed to the storm.

Back in the besieged town of McKee,
Jackson County resident Marie Rader
echoed Governor Patton’s remarks.

“Being in a rura) area we sometimes
feel forgotten,” she said. “Things were
pretty bad, but it’s good to have people like
the National Guard to come in and help us
get through something Like this.”

Staff Sgt. Russ Haselwood and Sgt. Larry Foley (right) of the 2123rd
Transportation Co. refill the kerosene supply for a grateful Madison County
resident.

Pvt. Robert Gadd from Det. 1, 2123rd
Transportation Co. (below) assists a
Madison County resident in removing a
fallen tree from a public road.

photos by Spc. Stephen Woolverton
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Pfc. Christopher Alfes
(right), Battery B,
2/138" Field Artillery,
demonstrates the
meaning of the phrase
“digging in.”

An M-1 Abrams main battle tank (above) from 2/123rd Armor
spreads smoke in order to hide from opposing forces in a training
exercise at the Wendell H. Ford Regional Training Center

Staff Sgt Buane McCubb
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Staff Sgt. Lewis Branstutter tracks the action
for the 1/149th Infantry.

gt. Vineent Sulfridge and

7 Staﬁ Sgt. Larry Bray

©  of Det 1, HHC 1/149th Infantry,
gpmwded medical support to

i mwwthe troops during their AT at

~ the Wendell H. Ford Reglonal

Training Center.
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Wiuevos Horizontes 08

Training for war.

mission of peace

It seems like a typical deployment at first. Troops
living in GP medium tents, getting decent meals, proper medical
attention and plenty of hard work to do. Oh, it’s hot and humid and
there are some bugs to deal with, but it isn’t too bad. It could be Ft.
Stewart, or the Wendell H. Ford Regtonal Training Center, for that
matter.

But then come the rains. Then the mudslides and washed out
roads. Oh, and don’t forget the language barrier, and Jack ot a reliable
infrastructure and, oh, man, that sun sure is bright ...

Welcome to Ecuador and Joint Task Force Esmeraldas, the
Kentucky National Guard’s first ever combined forces overseas
deployment, operating in support of Nuevos Horizontes (“New
Hornizons™) *98.

The mission sounds basic enough. Take a thousand or so troops
and bujld five schools and a couple of clinics and latrines for some
villages in South America. What could be simpler?

Well ...

First of al}, you have to plan out how to get your people there,
where they’re going to stay and how long you need to keep them.
What kind of people do you need? What kind do you have? Ques-
tions, questions, questions ....

For the first time Kentucky Air National Guard personnel
would team up with Kentucky Army Guard soldiers in an overseas
operation. However, having cut their teeth by working together on
domestic relief missions during the flood of 1997 and last winter’s snow
storm, it seemed that the marriage of blue and green isn’t going to be a
problem.

Nuevos Horizontes is the largest overseas deployment of Ken-
tucky Guard troops since the Persian Gulf War. More than 1,300 airmen
and soldiers are being rotated through a five month period, joining
various other active and reserve units from the Air Force, Army and
Marines. A large portion of the Kentucky troops were transported
down south via Kentucky Air National Guard C-130H transports, in
much the same fashion they might be deployed under wartime condi-
tions.

Which, you see, is the main point of this mission.

According to Kentucky Adjutant General John R. Groves Jr,,
missions like Nuevos Horizontes give Kentucky Guardsmen a taste of
what could come if they ever had to go to war.

“Our primary objective is to train soldiers and airmen,” said

Groves. “Nuevos Horizontes not only provides an excellent opportu-
nity to refine individual military professional skills, it also allows us to
mobilize and deploy from the United States into a remote environment
while helping to improve the quality of life of the people of Ecuador.”

A grand by-product of the operation in Ecuador (s the humaritar-
ian mission everyone eventually focuses on. Five schools, three
clinmcs and four desperately needed latrines are to be built by combat
engineers from the 201* and 206" Engineer battalions, as well as airmen
from the 123 Engineer Squadron. These structures, everyone is told,
will do a great deal to bolster the living conditions endured by the
citizens of Ecuador, and in turn eventually help them help themselves.

It’s hard to ignore the conditions under which the residents of
Esmeraldas Province exist. The city of Esmeraldas, for instance, is
suffering from the effects of El Nifio; the collapsed sewer system
causes raw human waste to cover portions of the streets, landsiides
block essential roads coming into town and homes disappear from the
face of the earth.

The situation 1sn’t much better in the villages northward. In the
coastal hamlet of Las Pefias, employment is nonexistent and villagers
exist mainly on a diet of fish, which they catch daily and dry on
makeshift racks exposed to the elements. The only source of fresh
water iIs a community well in need of improvement. The local store has
sparse offerings of flour, beans and other essentials, but little else.

Only one or two houses have electricity, there is no cable televi-
sion or internet, no shopping mall or playground. No hospital, fire
department, or police station.

One thing in plenty of supply are friendly faces. Everywhere there
are children, some shy, some not so shy, all smiling and curious about
the Kentuckians in their midst. The adults are a bit quieter, sharing
their children’s cunosity but holding back with a subdued dignity that
belies their situation. Life here is hard, but it is home, after all, and that
makes it good.

“It’s amazing what they don’t have here,” said Staff Sgt. Mary
Thurman, who accompanied the 1237 Civil Engineer Squadron to Las
Perias. A school teacher in the civilian world, Thurman has been
moved by what she’s seen and feels strongly about the importance of
the mission she’s committed hecself toward.

“The school they use now has no floor, no roof or doors.” Her
face shows her concern as she speaks, reflecting her determination to
get the job done. “When we finish, these children will be better



equipped to learmn.” Kentucky Guard UH-60 Blackhawks proved essential in solving
Just getting to the job sites is a challenge in itself. Themain e transportation problems encountered by the task force.

supply route, or MSR, is a rough gravel road that runs alongside the
coastling. Several portions of this road — the only land access to the
construction sites — are obliterated by landslides due to the recent
rains, forcing Kentucky Guard planners to rethink things; a backup
plan is to yun the convoys of humvees and tactical trucks along the
beach at low nde. Travel ume for the sixty or so miles is anywhere from
six to twelve hours, depending on how many flat tires vou get. And
don't forget that you have to synchronize your trip with the ebb and
flow of the tide,

[t’s not a perfect plan, but 1t works.

Another alternative is to load vehicles and troops on LCUs
{landing craft, utility) borrowed from the ULS. Army at Panama, The
LCUs travel along the coast and then upriver to access the base
camps. This cuts travel time to about three or four howrs, depending
on the weather, of course.

Such complications, well, complicate things. Kentucky Army
Guard UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters originally tasked with medical
evacuation are called m to assist with transporting essential equipment
and personnel in short order. The flights are relatively short — the six
hour drive to Base Camp Bluegrass, for instance, translates into thirty
minutes as the parrot flies — and aviators find themselves busy moving
people and cargo between the port and camps.

Nuevos Horizontes presents plenty of such challenges.
There are the base camps to establish, supplies to be brought in,
construction schedules to keep up with, Base Camp Bluegrass, near
the Ecuadoran village of San Francisco, is flooded and has to be
reinforced with gravel and concrete before the troops can move in.
When they finally do, the camp becomes a microcosm of a Kentucky
township, complete with state of the art communications, a water
punfication system — courtesy of the 217" Quartermaster Detachment —
and a medical clinic manned by members of Detachment 5, State Area
Command.

The camp even has its own poelice
force. Troops from the 198" Military Police
Battalion and the 123" Security Forces
Squadron work with Ecuadoran defense
forces to keep everything safe, but the
largest commotion heard is the high-
pitched whine of the oceasional helicopter
and the sound of work being done.

According to 17 Lt. Bnan Demers,
commander of Co. C, 201* Engineers, the
problems facing the troops shouldn't be a
big surpnse.

“The obstacles are just part of the
mission. We have to be able to react and
overcome those obstacles.”

“It’s good training,” he adds with a
smile.

“This is some of the best

training in the world ...” has become

have to make things happen that vou normally wouldn’t do in the
Umited States, If you break something vou can't just go down to the
hardware store and get a new one. It's been a real challenge for me and
everyone else here™

Senior Master Sgt. Tim O'Mahoney agrees. As part of the 123
Civil Engneer Squadron, he's heen integral in everything from the
establishment of the base camp at Las Peflas to orgamzing the con-
struction teams.

“All of this follows our wartime skill, as far as what we'd be doing
if we went to war,” he says. “It teaches our folks what combat condi-
tions are like. If we had to do this any other way, well, there’s no way
to duplicate this, Mo way.”

With the downsizing of the U.S. military and the ever-increasing
role the reserve component forces are playing in world events, there is
no question that missions like Nuevos Honzontes play an invaluable
role in preparing the troops for the real thing. Problems come up and
solutions are found and everyone is glad that the current mission is a
peacelime one.

In contrast, however, o all the talk
about valuable training and deployment
planning and maintaining construction
schedules, it's hard to escape the humau
nature of the mission in Ecoador, Amidst
the heat and poverty and the lack of
maodern conveniences — and necessities —
everyone takes for granted back home,
emotions run warm when villagers smile and
give the occasional thumbs up 1o the
Guardsmen working on the building sites.

There 15 something special going on in
the rain forests of Esmeraldas Province, no
doubt about it.

“I've been to many couniries and
visited many projects,” says Lt Gen,
Edward Baca. whao, as Chief of the Wational
Cuard Bureau is the top ranking Mational
Cuardsman in the nation. “But [ haven’t

the catch phrase of this exercise. Oh, seen any project where I've been more
there's some complaining every now and then, mostly about the heat  moved than this one. When we saw the poverty here and the need for
or the travel conditions, but everyone is upbeat, enthusiastic about education, it made me aware of the tact that the Kentucky Guard 15
being involved in a project with the scope and depth of Muevos doing the right thing. They’re doing the right thing for this country,
Horizontes. and they're doing the right thing for the United States.”

“This is it. This is the ultimate training,” says Maj. Bob Hayter, “I believe,” he adds quietly, “Kentucky is domng the Lord’s work.™

logistics officer for the task force. “This is the first time a lot of us
have had the opportunity to work in an unimproved theater. You can’t
depend on anything here. You have to provide your own support, you



(clockwise, from top left)

Deployment Combat engineers load heavy
equipment on a barge for shipment to the port of
Esmeraldas, while Army Guard aviators load
their UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters onto an Air
Force C-5A transport.

Survival in paradise In a land of few jobs and
even less money, fishing is a necessary way of
life for the villagers of Las Penas.

Home away from home Base Camp
Bluegrass was both home and headquarter for
hundreds of Kentucky Guard troops who served
in Esmeraldas Province.

Blessed are the peacemakers Chaplain
Patrick Dolan prays with those who've just
arrived and those who are about to go home.
photos by Staff Sgt. David W. Altom
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Nuevos Horizontes ‘08

A training mission with a message of hope.
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(clockwise, from top lefi)

A concrete effort Sgt. Herbert Graham, Co. D,
201st Engineer Battalion, sets block while Spc.
George Qualls and Sgt. William Scott prepare
more for the school they are building in the village
of San Francisco

Cooking up cornbread Staff Sgt. Gene Smith
gets ready to feed the troops.

Teamwork Spc. Jason Early, Sgt. Steven Asbury
and Spc. Brandon McNeese mix up some much-
needed cement.

MPs on duty 1stLt. Chares Hill coordinates
security issues with the Ecuadoran Army's
Mauricio Mendoza.

Photos by Staff Sgt. David W. Altom
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Kentuckians at their best

(Clockwise, from top left)

A visit from the chief Lt. Gen. Edward Baca, Chief of
National Guard Bureau, talks with Kentucky Air Guard Staff
Sgt. Mary Thurman about progress on the clinic being built
at Las Pefas.

Living on the equator Troops had to monitor themselves,
and each other, for signs of dehydration and make sure to
consume plenty of water.

Taking care of the troops Spc. Robert Kirkland, Co. C,
103" Forward Support Battalion, provides medical support
for personnel working out of Base Camp Bluegrass.
Heading for home Trcops completing a two-week
rotation in Ecuador load onto a Kentucy Air National Guard
C-130 transport headed for the Bluegrass state.

Another day begins Staff Sgt. Rick Hackett and Chief
Warrant Officer David Maddox prep their Blackhawk
helicopter prior to a full day of missions.

photos by Staff Sgt. David W. Altom
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Kentucky Army National Guard officer
remembered for his ability to help others

story and photos by photo by John Flavell, Ashland Darly Independent “As a Kentucky Army
Staff Sgt. David W. Altom : _ National Guard Engineer,
5 ' Robert Hacker had a unique
reputation,” said Kentucky
Adjutant General John R.
Groves. “Although his
. mission was to train soldiers
for war, he will best be
remembered for his intense
interest in helping others less
fortunate.

Whether it was
directing relief efforts during
floods or snowstorms in
Kentucky, building an
orphanage on the Caribbean
island of Dominica, or a
medical clinic in Ecuador,

Kentucky Army
National Guard Maj. Robert
S. Hacker was buried with
full military honors one week
after being killed in a vehicle
accident while on duty in the
South American nation of
Ecuador.

Hacker - of Headquar-
ters and Headquarters
Company, 201 Engineer
Battalion - died on July 8" of
injuries he received when the
vehicle in which he was
traveling ran off a road and
overturned in Esmeraldas Robert Hacker was commit-
Province. Hacker was " " _ ted to helping to improve the
accompanied by a U.S. Army lives of his fellow man. He

soldier and an Ecuadorian Ma] R(bbel‘t Stephen HaCker was an outstanding profes-

Army officer when the sional Army officer and a

accic?cnt occurred. 1 962’_ 1 9 98 devoted husband and father.
A member of the s : : - He was our friend and he will

Kentucky Army National e = 2 ~ be missed.”

Guard for 18 years and a Members of both the

veteran of numerous over- Kentucky Air and Army

National Guard twned out to
honor Hacker’s memory.
Airmen from the 1239 Airlift
Wing served as his color
guard, while combat engi-
neers from his home unit fired
a 21-gun salute. The sound
of bagpipes playing “My Old
Kentucky Home” filled the

seas deployments to Latin
America and the Caribbean,
Hacker was in Ecuador as

part of the command element for Nuevos Horizontes (“New
Horizons™), the Kentucky National Guard’s humanitarian
relief mission there. Hacker was the operations officer for
the exercise task force, supervising the fielding of troops and
overseeing the numerous projects.

The timing of Hacker’s death was as ironic as it was

tragic. A member of the mission’s duration teamn, he had air as the flag-draped coffin was laid to rest.

been in Ecuador since April and was scheduled to come A memorial fund has been established in the name of
home the weekend following his death. He died on the eve  Maj. Hacker by his family. Proceeds from the fund will be
of his son’s seventh birthday. used to purchase textbooks for the schools he helped build

In additton to his overseas missions, Hacker was well-  while serving in Ecuador. Donations can be sent to:
known for the role he played tn responding to the needs of
the community in which he lived during numerous emergen-
cies and natural disasters. He was awarded the Kentucky
State Active Duty Ribbon on three separate occasions for
coming to the aid of Kentuckians struck down in their time
of need.

The Major Robert Hacker Memoria! Fund
c/o SFC Fitzpatrick
HQ 201st Engineer Battalion
2519 Lexington Ave.
Ashland, KY 41101
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Cann, Mays show their stuff during

|
I The Kenmck}' Nahmal Grua.rd Inspectar General's
| Office s located at 1121 Lovisville Road, Frankfort, |
| Kentucky, Office p-mumwl consistof:
Colonel Melville, Inspector General
‘Major Tyson, Detailed Inspector General |
Cnpmlrl Barrier, Detailed }:fspecmr General

Office hours 0730-1700 hrs. Munday—Frlday |
tel: (502) S64-03850386/0388

e_ or800-844-8455

L fax: (502)564-0306

Anyone may submit a complaint, allega-
tion, or request for assistance to an In-
' spector General concerning matters of
- Army or Air National Guard interest. Sol-
| diers are encouraged to first discuss com-
- plaints, allegations, or requests for assis-
| tance with their commander or chain-of-
command. However, if a soldier does not
| wish to do so, the complaint, etc., will be
| accepted unless specific redress proce-
| dures are avatlahle.

air assault course

Daniel Mays and Mark Cann made their mark
when they attended the Army’s famed Air Assault
School at Ft. Campbell a while back.

Spc. Mays, a member of Co. B, 1/149th Infantry,
was selected from a field of 84 classmates as the
honor graduate for the course.

Cann, a member of the 20th Special Forces
Group, was christened the Road March Champion
of his class with an overall time of 2:06 during the
gruelling 12 mile trek. He is currently an officer
candidate, attending classes with the 238th
Regiment.

Army makes changes
in uniform regulations

Some changes have been
made to Army Regulation 670-1,
which governs the wear and
appearance of Army uniforms
and insignia. We thought we'd
give you a gquick mundown on
some of the more significant
developments:
physical fitness uniform (PFU)

The PFU may now be worn
both on and off the military
installation when authorized by
the commander. It may be wom
In transit between your quarters
and your duty station, Soldiers
may wear all or part of the PFU
off post when authorized by the
commander.
backpacks and shoulder bags

Commercial rucksacks, gym
bags or like articles may be womn
over the shoulder while in uniform as long as all items are
black with no logos

For more information on these and other changes in the
regulations regarding the Army uniform, contact your unit
administrator or supervisor.
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Tuition assistance program

by Spc. Stephen Woolverton

Money may make the world go
around, but it’s a good education that’ll put
you in the money. It’s common knowledge
that a college degree is often the deciding
factor on whether or not a person can even
apply for a position. Coupled with the
growing technical nature of the military,
that means those soldiers and airmen
without degrees or technical school
diplomas could find themselves behind the
times in both the military as well as the

“The program is very successful,”

said Lt. Col. John Roth, Kentucky National
Guard education officer. “We’ve got great
cooperation between all our units and the
schools our people are attending. The
program currently has about $!1 million
programmed for use this year, so even with
the recent increase in tuition rates, we’re
able to support all of our undergraduate

keeps going strong

“The Army College Fund and the GI
Bill are not considered tuition assistance,
so they’re not deducted from the amount of
the award.”

Roth encouraged applicants to be
extra careful in filling out their applications
and to send it all in as soon as possible.

Applications that are late or contaiu-
ing incorrect information cause lots of
problems,” he said.

civilian world.

That’s why it’s |
important you know
that the Kentucky
National Guard
offers tuition
assistance to its
members, thanks to
the Kentucky Higher |
Education Assis-
tance Authority and
the citizens of the
Commonwealth of
Kentucky.

The require-
ments are easy
enough to meet.
You need to be a
member of the
Kentucky Guard in
good standing; that
Is, your unit
commander has to
certify you passed
the most recent
physical training
test, you meet the
height/weight
standard, and
attendance stan-
dards for the past 12
months from the

“Just the stroke of a
pen can change
someone’s life. We’re
dealing with at least

1 6,000 applications in

1 our system, and the

1 staff can’t catch all of
1 the mistakes. Atten-

1 tion to detail is a

- | critical factor.”

One of the most
COMIMOU errors is in
checking a couple of
simple blocks.

“Applicants
need to remember that
when they indicate
they are receiving
tuition assistance from
other sources, the
award will be reduced
{ accordingly. It’s
extremely important to
remember that GI Bill is
| not tuition assis-
tance.”

The most
i frequently asked
question about
eligibility for the
{ program is whether or
| not a new enlistee can

date of application
to include no unsatisfactory performance or

absences-without leave.

The program is good for any state-
Junded college, university or vocational-
technical institute. Whether you’re
interested in getting a degree in psychol-
ogy, a teaching certificate or training as an
engine mechanic, there’s something in the
program for you.

requests so far.”

An enthusiastic proponent of the
tuition assistance program, Roth offered
some tips geared toward making life easier
for the prospective student.

For instance, contrary to popular
myth, the tuition award program can be
used in conjunction with the Army College
Fund or the Montgomery GI Bill.

receive an award. The
answer is that in order to receive tuition

assistance a new enlistee must have
completed basic training.

For more information on the Ken-
tucky National Guard tuition assistance
program, contact your unit administrator or
call Lt. Col. John Roth at 502-564-8550.



123rd AW - Air National Guard awards & honors ., s

SPAATZ TROPHY — 1950,1965,1981: Presented
4 annually to the overall outstanding Air National Guard
: flying unit.
DISTINGUISHED FLYING UNIT PLAQUE — 1960,
1980, 1983, 1987, 1993, 1998: Presented annually to
£| the top five outstanding flying units in the Air National

| Guard.
CURTIS N. “RUSTY” METCALF TROPHY — 1994:
Presented annually to the airlift or air refueling unit that
demonstrates the highest standards of mission accom-
plishment.
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OMS rated state’s safest

photos and story by
Spe. Stephen Woolverton,
KYSTARC PAO

“Look out for each other, know what
your limits are and rely on your equipment
to help you do your job safely,” says
Master Sgt. Bobby Turner, supervisor of
Organizational Maintenance Shop (OMS)
11, located in Owensboro.

Sound advise from someone who
knows his business.

Tumer’s shop was recognized last year
by the Kentucky National Guard Safety
Office for 10 years of operation without a
lost time injury. A unique accomplishment
and one that Turner is extremely proud of.

“As far as I know we are the only shop
of our kind in Kentucky that has received
this distinction,” be said.

What is the secret behind their
success? Well, according to Sgt. 1st Class
Jeiry Cook there is no secret.

“We keep our work statjons clean and
wear a)l of the protection required,” Cook
stated.

As safety officer for the shop, Cook
keeps extra safety equipment in an acces-
sible area for other personnel who may
work in the shop from time to time. Turner,
meanwhile, keeps all of the safety equip-
ment up to date and meeting Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
standards.

Turner credits the State Safety Office
for much of his shop’s success.

“Capt. Sam Haliburton is good at
getting us the equipment that we need. As
soon as we found out that we needed new
hard hats he made sure we received them
quickly.”

To ensure the safety of the workers the
shop holds monthly safety meetings to
keep everyone up to date on new OSHA
requirements. Periodical pamphlets are
collected to make up a Safety Talks
informatjonal folder.

Tuvner thinks these are great tools in
that “they have suggestions and topics
that are valuable for the soldiers here in the
shop, as well as for their families at home.”

The soldiers often borrow the folders
and share them with their families. They
also have access to “the wall of safety.”

“This is a large bulletin board located

Sgt. 1st Class Jerry Cook demonstrates
good safety practices while removing a tire
from a 5-ton truck. Master Sgt. Bobby
Turner (below) ensures everyone knows
how to use the eye-wash/shower station.

in the break room that has everything from

first aid instructions to Material Safety Data |

Sheets,” Tumer explains.

The soldiers can come in during their
breaks and look over first aid, CPR, safe
lifing procedures, National Guard Bulletins
and various other information.

Probably the most important key to
OMS-11"s success is direct communication.

“) like to keep an open door policy,”
Cook explains, “so that if anyone feels
unsafe they can go directly to their
supervisor to make sure that the work is
being done safely.”

The resnlt, it would seem, speaks for
itself.
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Aviation safety conference honors past
accomplishments, prepares for future

by Staff Sgt. David W. Altom

Broken wings, equipment fajlures and human error were the
focus of this year’s Kentucky Army Guard Awiation Safety
Conference.

Designed to remind everyone of the importance of good
safety practices and procedures, the conference is essentially an
aviation stand down day for all flight crew members so they can
review accident trends, discuss accident prevention and in gerneral
promote a sense of safety awareness amongst themselves.

This year’s conference was held at the Anderson County
Technology Center and was attended by more than 120 pilots and
crew mermbers.

In addition to attending classes and briefings, there was a
safety overview of Joint Task Esmeraldas, which would operate in
support of the humanitarian mission in Ecuador.

Attendee_s also toqk paln in some hands on training _with _ Chief Warrant Officer Gerald Carroll and Chief Warrant Officer
compressed air fire extinguishers, due to replace halon flight line Roland Knifley were recognized for their actions during an

units: These, apcording to the aviators provide greater fire equipment failure on a UH-60 Blackhawk last year.
fighting effectiveness.

Guest speakers from both the military and private sectors of the Kentucky Army National Guard’s ayiation program.
contributed to the forum, addressing such issues as wire-strike »We realize that it’s harder to maintain a good safety record
prevention than it is to fix a broken one,” Stoops said. “It’s harder to do

Recognition of the good safety practices was highlighted with things the right way than it is to take shortcuts, buF doing things
an award to Chief Warrant Officer Nelson E. Tatlock for completing  the right way keeps people safe. When we’re hot tired and bored,

more than 10,000 hours of military fixed and rotor wing flying we tend to take shortcuts and we have to force ourselves to do the
without experiencing a human error class A-C accident. ngh[“[hlr.lg‘“ | |
Also, the National Guard Bureau recognized the Kentucky This conference gives us an opportunity to look at ourselves
Army Guard aviation program for going over 23 years and 127,000 ~and our programs and see how we're doing. This self check is-
hours without a class A or B accident. more critical because amongst ourselves, within our own organiza-
Special recognition was bestowed upon Chief Warrant Officer fion, we can look at the truth and police ourselves.” .
Gerald Carroll and Chief Warrant Officer Roland Knifley for their Staff Sgt. Rick Hackett, Safety NCO for Co. B, 63 Aviation,
actions during an equipment failure on a UH-60 Blackhawk last sees fafety D ba§1c terms. _ o
year. Carroll was presented with the Army’s Broken Wing Award We have this saying: Saffety starts with me. From thf:]llﬂl()['
for his efforts to save the aircraft and its crew. Knifley was ranking person to the most senior, everybody here has an impor-
presented with the State Aviation Officer Safety Award for his role ~ tant role in the safe operation of our aircraft.” .
in the incident. “After all,” he added with a smile, “this 1sn’t an automobile
According to Chief Warrant Officer Dean Stoops, Aviation we’re operating. You just can’t pull over to the side of the road

R : »
Safety Officer, such conferences are crucial to the safe operation ~ Whenever something goes wrong.
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Paducah clinic has something for everyone

Guard, veterans benefit from collaborative effort

by Staff Sgt. David W. Altom

The Department of Military Affairs
recently teamed up with Veterans Adminis-
tration in a unique effort to help both
current members of the Kentucky Guard
and former members of the military.

Effective April 17, the Paducah
Veterans Administration Qutpatient Clinic
opened for business at the Paducah
National Guard Armory. Consisting of six
examination rooms and a Jaboratory located
in about {,200 square feet of space, the
clinic is operated at no cost to the Ken-
tucky National Guard or the Kentucky
Department of Military A ffairs.

According to Col. (ret.) Bob Carter,
director of Facilities Division for Military

Affairs, the arrangement was almost too
good to be true.

“This came about at just the right time.
We’d gone through some reorganization

changes over the years that made the space

available. When I heard that we had 2,200
Kentucky veterans that needed help, I
thought, man, it’s worth it.”

Carter’s enthusiasm for the project is
evident when discussing the new clinic.

“When they told me they’d do
everything at their own expense, it doesn’t
take a rocket scientist to see that this was a
viable project.

The initial term of the arrangement is
for one year and is renewable for succes-
sive one year periods.

VA spokesperson Vicky Sheehan said
the new clinic is essential toward providing

care (o area veterans.

“Our goal is to improve the level of
care our veterans receive by providing
primary services and preventative care,

We want to increase their access to health
dare and provide continuity of care.”

“There was a great demand by in the
area. We’d had surveys that indicated that
one of the biggest reasons for not using VA
facilities was a lack of access. This is
developed into a win-win situation for
everyone.”

Part of that arrangement includes
providing medical exams for Kentucky
Guard personnel, an added bonus for those
living at the westen end of the state.

Located at 17th and Clark Street, the
clinic is open from 0800-1700 hrs, Monday
through Friday, except on federal holidays.
For more information, call 502-444-8465

VA Clarifies rules for health-care enrollment

In response to incorrect information
distributed by others on the Internet, the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is
clarifying recent changes regarding
veterans’ eligibility for health care.

VA is required by law to establish an
enrollment system for health-care services
to be in place by Oct. !, 1998. While
veterans must be enrolled to receive care, it
does not mean that veterans who have not
applied for enrollment by that date will lose
their eligibility for VA health care. Veterans
can apply and be enrolled at the time they
are in need of VA health care. Veterans who
have received VA health-care services since
ct. 1, 1996, will have an application pro-
cessed automatically on their behalf.

Applicants will be placed in one of
seven enrollment priority groups specified
by Congress. Based on the priority they
are assigned, the number of other veterans
requesting to be enrolled, and the funds
available for VA health care, VA will
determine how many veterans can be
served. Veterans will be notified by mai)
beginning in late spring whether or not
their application for enrollment has been
accepted.

After Ocl. 1, 1998, some veterans may
still be treated without being enrolled.

Sfor more information call:

Veterans Administration
Lexington 606-233-4511
Louisville 800-827-1000

Kentucky
Department of Veterans Affairs
502-595-4447

Veterans with service-connected disabilities
may be treated for those disabilities, and
veterans who were discharged or released
from active duty for a disability incurred or
aggravaled while on active duty may be
treated for that disability within the first 12
months after their discharge.

Veterans who are classified as being
service-disabled with a rating of 50 percent
or greater will continue to be eligible for VA
health-care services without making
application for enrollment.

While veterans in these categories do
not have to be enrolled to be treated, they
are encouraged to do so to help VA plan it
services and allocate its resources.

Those who are enrolled will be eligible
for inpatient and outpatient services,

including preventive and primary care.
Other services jncluded: diagnosis and
treatment; rehabilitation; mental health and
substance abuse treatment: home health,
respite and hospice care; and drugs and
pharmaceuticals in conjunction with VA
treatment.

Veterans accepted for enrollment will
be eligible to receive care at any of VA’s
more than 1,100 service sites. While
enrollment must be renewed every year, a
veteran’s enrollment will automatically be
renewed unless he or she chooses not to
re-enroll, or unless VA resources limit the
number of veterans the department can
cover. Certain veterans will be asked to
provide income information annually in
order for VA to properly classify them
within the enrollment system, as required
by Jaw.

To apply for enrolliment, veterans
should call, write or visit their nearest VA
health-care facility. Most facilities have
designated special enrollment coordinators
to assist veterans and their families, and to
answer any questions they may have.
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Guard members benefit from dental program

Coverage provides up to $1,000 per year for services

To help maintain dental readiness of
the Reserve components, the 1996 National
Defense Authorization Act directed the
establishment of a denlal insurance
program for members of the Selected
Reserve of the Uniformed Services, titled
the TRICARE Selected Reserve Dental
Program (TSRDP).

Put into action late last year, the
program covers unit members and Indi-
vidual Mobilization Augmentees (IMAs)
performing Inactive Duty Training (drills/
UTAs) and/or annual training as a mini-
mum, as well as Selected Reserve enlisted
members who have not yet completed initial
active duty for training (IADT) and officers
who are in training for professional
categories or in undergraduate flying
training. NOTE: Standby, Retired and
Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) members,

Now it's time to gt

doesn’t want to work,

.el’s see Rambo do that with his battle Bowie.

IN GEAR!

with Master Sgt. Steve Collier
133rd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Rambo sure looks hardcore with his five pound, double
tipped, saw-toothed miniature medieval sword ... but it’s almost
useless except to fell large trees or, perliaps, as a lug wrench.

Our ttalian Stud needs a blade half as long and a handle to fit
his hand. Follow the kiss principle (“Keep it simple, stupid!”) and
get something practical and affordable. Knowledgeable troopers
carry a basic sheath knite made of hard metal that’s soft enough to
take a good cdge quickly. Most of us carry a subducd finish knife
so the opposifion won't detect our presence; spray paint works
great, and it keeps the blade trom rusting, too!

When U'miin the field [ also carry a small knife on a dumny
cord loop around my neck ... this one opens MREs and cuts up
those tough combat zone steaks. Because I’m so well-prepared
people ave always wanting to borrow my stutf, so [ keep a serrated
folder as a loancr. A serrated blade, by the way, is effective in an
emergency --- you never know when you might have to cut your
way out of a collapsed tent or sleeping bag in an emergency.

Another handy piece of equipment to have is either a multi-
too) or a Swiss-type knife. Along with a knife blade and fingernail
tile, these gems usually sport pliers, tweezers, screwdrivers and
other goodies for making field repairs on all the gadgets the
modern soldier has to be familiar with. 1 always keep oneina
pouch on my belt for those times when a camera or video deck

Sfamily members, Active Guard/Reserve

(AGR), and Selected Reserve members
serving on uctive duty over 30 duys are
not eligible to sign up for this program.
The program provides:
* Coverage without cost shares (co-
payments) for diagnostic services (exas,
x-rays), preventive services (cleanings) and
emergency care services (evaluation and
minor procedures).
* Partial coverage for restorative services
(fillings) with cost shares of 10% paid by E-
4s and below and 20% paid by E-3s and
above.
¢ Partial coverage for oral surgery services
(extractions) with cost shares of 30% paid
by E-4s and below and 40% paid by E-3s
and above.

Maximum annual benefit for all
services is $1,000 of paid allowable charges

per contract year.

Enrolled Selected Reservists will pay
40% of the monthly total premium ($4.36).
The government will pay 60% of the
monthly premium ($6.53). Monthly total
premjum payment: $10.89. Modest annual
changes to the premium levels are antici-
pated.

Enrollee premiums will be collected
through either payroll deduction if monthly
dnill pay is due to the member and, if not
available, enrollee will be billed for direct
payment to Humana Military Hezlthcare
Services.

For more information contuact:
Humana Military Healthcare Services,
800-211-3614
or
Sgt. 1st Class Kenny Brunner
800-372-7601 or 502- 595-4385




Dear Friend of the Kentucky Guard

Inside this publication you'll find out the latest scoop on
one of the most versatile organizations operating in the
nation today: The Kentucky National Guard. Come with us
as we take you on a tour of our annual training cycle; fire
one of the deadliest rocket launchers in the U.S. Army s
inventory, ride an M-1 Abrams main battle tank on the firing
line, and if thats not enough, fly with us to the South
American nation of Ecuador and help build a school.

Also inside, see what its like to go through the rigors of
Officer Candidate School, accompany Kentucky Guard
members on a mission of mercy in eastern Kentucky and find
out why we 're one of the safest organizations in the world.

Theres also some information on the latest veterans
issues, health and education benefits for Guard members,
and a little bit of history ds well. ;

All of this courtesy of your Kentucky National Guard.

Tronpsfmmmeﬁarmwyﬁuwmﬁmmmmrdnﬂ
on patrol at the Wendell H. Ford Regional Training Ce erin Mu
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