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GOVERNOR'S LETTER.

Execurive DupARTMENT,
Frankvort, Junuary 25, 1870

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives:

1 havo the honor to transmit the Report of the Adjutant General for
the past year, with the accompanying documents, which I have just
recoived.

J. W. STEVENSON.



REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENELRAL.

Apjurant GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Frasgront, Ky, November 20, 1869.

To kis Excellency Jonn W. Stevexsox, Governor and Commander-in-Chief:
Bie: I have the honoer to submit the following Report of the operations
of this office, for the year ending November 30, 1869.

MILITIA IN THE PLELD,

In obedience to your instructions, on the 2d day of Angust I ordered
into active service several companies of the organized militia of Lonis-
ville, with a view to lend assistance to the civil authorities of Merver and
somo of the contignouns countics, in which acts of lawlessuess had oceur-
red beyond the power of supprossion by the ordinary processes of law.

Tho cossation of these acta, which had suggested the eall, rendered it
unnecessary to send the militia to Mereer county; but in consequence of
similar disturbances in Marion county, three compnn.ies of infantry, under
command of Major F. G. Allen, of Louisville, were ordered to Lebanon
on the 19th of August. After remaining in that vieinity for several
weeks, and it being evident that a cavalry force alone was availabie for-
tho service required, the infantry from Louisville wero relioved from
duty on the Gth of September. In their stead 8 mounted company from:

© Woodlord connty, commanded by Captain 8. 'I'. Leavy, was ordered to
the samo field of duty, and continued in active service until October 18th,
when they were relieved from duty and returned to their homes.

Accompanying this report (marked “A,") will be found the orders
issued to the sctive militia while on duty, the efficiency of whose service
has been demonstrated by the almost catire disappearance of that luwless
spirit which was the occasion of calling them out. It gives me pleasure
to bear testimony to the readiness with which the call of the Stale was
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obeyed, and to commend especinlly the officers and men of Captain
Leavy's company for their soldierly boaring and efficient service.

I regrel to state that private Allen Cooper lost his life at the hands of
one or more citizens of Springfleld, under circumstances which led to a
judicial investigation. Exponses for the prosccution were incurred by
Captain Leavy in the employment of counsel, for the payment of which
there is mo provision of law. I respectfully recommend your approval
of the account, in whole or in part, and that provision bo made by law
for its payment. '

The Reports of the Quartermaster Goneral and Auditor of Stato will
exhibit the cost of the military service of these companies, the only con-
nection with their payment bad by this office being the making out and
certifying to the pay accounts and ruster rolls.

OFFICE WORK.

With the exception of this special service, the business of this office
has been confined to its ordinary routine of duty. A large amount of
correspondence bas been had during the past year with the several
departments at Washington in furnishing information sought in regard
to the military history of Kentucky soldiers during the war, This
information relates principally to the substantiation of elaims of widows
and heirs at law of decensed soldiers for pensions, bounty, and back pay.
An equally large number of letters comes from all parts of this and other
States from surviving soldiers who served in Kentucky regiments, seek-
ing similar information to supply the loss of commissions, discharges,
and other ovidences of service necessary to secure their dues. During
tho year cleven bundred' (1,100) letters have been written, of sufficient
importance to reserve copies, besides a large number which were not
deemed of sufficient*public interest to require the retention of copies.

I have, without effect, renewed my efforts to obtain, from the War De-
partment at Washington City, the eopies of rolls contemplated in reso-
lations of the Legislature of February 12, 1864, and January 26, 1866,

Accompanying this roport (marked “B"), I transmit the reply to my last
application, which T request shall be published in an appendix, in order
that persons desiring information respecting the servico of negro soldiers
from Kentucky in the United States army during the war may apply to
Washington as the most direct and only certain means of procuring it.

CLAIMS AUDITED.

Under the act approved August 31st, 1862, and the amendments there-
to, the following claima have been audited during the year, and the
amounts found due certified by me to the Auditor for payment, viz:
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John Wright, Company E, 27th Kentocky Infantry .. o $51
Jourdan T. Overfelt, Montgumery's Company, 27th 'Kmmrky ln[nnuy e 3
Isanc M. Quisonberry, Penn's Company, 27th Keatucky Infuntry 3
Montgomery’s Compuny, 27th Kentucky Infa a3
Company, 27th Kentacky Infuntry ___ 3

3

Alexandor C. Kidd
Albert

Penn

Daniel L. Evans, Montgomery's Company, 27th Kentucky Infs 2ol ISt
John J. Mouser, Penn's Company, 27th Kentueky Infantry. ... TR 3 a0

John C. Fe, cgetly Montgomery’s Company, 27th Kentucky Infantry ..

Jillson Perry, Company C, 31 Kentueky Cavaley.___
Clinton J. True, Adjutant 45th Kentncky Tnfantry. 375 69
John W. Palston, Company G, 611 Kentiieky Cavalry .. 20 38
Jnmes Lockey, Company D, 5tk Kentucky Cural ry 66 30
Willis Sharp, Compnny G, 6th Kentucky Cavalry 51 13
John Petty, Company D, 5th Kentueky Cavalry __. 84 99
Davidson Thrasher, bnmpun- E, 5th Kentucky Caral 68 38
Aaron Unpps, Company G, 6th Kentueky Cavalry 92 30
James Asbury, Compnny l-. fth Kentucky Uaval 42 10
William Roe, Company F, .ulh lumuakv(hvulr; 56 03
William Sewell, Company B, 5th Kentaeky Cavulry 33 38
John J. Jabnston, Company G, bth Kentucky C. 6l 56
Jumes Eldridge, Compnny G, 5th Kentucky Cavalry_ 136 57
Bampeon Milton, Company B, 5t Kentucky Cavalry 50 86
Gentry Smith, Company G, bt]l Kentucky Cavalry __ ST 16 99
a3

Levi Capps, sr., Company ﬂ 5t Kentueky Cavnlry_ e 18
Richard Webb, Company E, 'sth Kentucky quu!ry__...,_______.....__ 25 13

Claims are being forwarded to this offico to be audited under this law,
many of which are not included in its provisions, and are more properly
referable to the War Department at Washington. 1t is evident, from the
records of this office, exhibiting the class of soldiers entitled to its bene-
fits, that there remain but fow who can avail themselves of its pro-
visions.

That no injustice may be done to any, however few, I recommend that,
should the General Assembly propose its repeal, the same should not take
effoct until twelve months after the passage of the act, which would op-
erate as notice to all concerned,

. ENROLLED MILITIA,

I have to report the usual remissness by somo of the county clerks in
mnking to this office the returns of enrolled militia according to the
requirements of the militia lnw.

Pacticular disrogard is paid to article 2, sections 1 to 3. Returns have
been received from ninety-four (94) counties for 1869, as follows:
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6,813

Breckinridge -
Bullitt

Butler ..
Oildwell -

Oldham .
Owen_.
Oswaley _.

W ad s
Webater ..
Whitley -.
Walle ..
Woodfore

ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA.

The militia law of the State, snd the system contemplated by it, aro
full of defects, and require thorongh revision. However well devised for
a state of war which existed at the time of their adoption, it requires but
litle exnmination to satisfy one that they are'ill suited for peace. The
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Iaw is cumbersome and unnecessarily complex in its details, and the pro-
visions for effectively organizing the militia under it are wholly inade-
quate to any systematio effort in that direction. The popular mind is so
thoronghly impressed with the same conviction, that bat little interest ia
manifested in the formation of companies. So general is this apathy, that
thongh every encouragement has been held out to secure an increase of
organizations, but one or iwo mew companies have been reported to e
during the past year. I respectfully suggest that the Legislative Com-
mittees upon Military Affairs, at tho approaching session of the General
Aspembly, give their attention cithor to so amending the present militia
law as to make it effective, or to the enanctment of & new one. And in
this connection I commend to their attention the militia laws of Mary-
Iand and New York as embodying valuable practical foatures of military
organization.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
FRANK WOLFORD,
Adjutant General of Kentucky.



APPENDIX,

£a]
HeapquARTERs KENTUCKY VOLUNTEERS,
Avrurant Geseran's QFFIOE,
Feaneront, Avgust 19, 1869.

To Eﬁsnn F. G. Avuew, Commanding - Regiment Kentucky National
egion :

8ir: I send to you the following orders to assist you in the discipline
and government of your command, and in the discharge of your duty :

1. You will see thut your command is properly armed and supplied
with plenty of ammunition; to enable you to do this, make your requi.
pition immediately. % .

2. You will make no military arrests. You are only to asaist the civil
officera in mnking arrests, You will go with rny civil officer in this Com-
monwenlth and assist him in arresting eny person against whom he has a
warrant, issued from the proper authority, for a felony or misdemesnor;
but in making the arrests violence must not be resorted to, or the person
t0 be arrested hurt, if it can be avoided,

3, After an arrest is made, yon must protect the person arrested from
insult and violence, and not suffer him to be injured; sea that he has »
fair trial, and that tho civil authorities are not molested while they are try-
ing him; and that be is not taken from their possession, nor from the jail
of your county, by a mob; and after trial, if he is aeqnitted by the civil
anthorities, you are to protect him; and every person charged with a
erime, who has or shall surrender to civil anthority, and give bail for his
appearance in court, must be protected by you from insult, violence, and
injury.

_s*.rgron are to disperse all armed bands of men assembled to resist the
law, without resorting to violence, if possible. After they disperse and
abandon their designs, or lay down thdir arms, you are not to injure
them.

6. The men under your command must not steal, rob, get drunk, insult
citizens, or enter the house of any person (only to arrest felons) without
the consent of the owner. »

6. You will be held responsible for the good conduct of the men under
wonr command, and will not bo excused unless you put under guard anc
bring to punishment every man who violates these orders.

7. You will be permitted to arrest any outlaw, for whom the Governo
of this Commonwealth has offered a reward, without a civil officer bein;

_with yon, and lodge him in the juil designated in the Governor's procla
mation, provided no more violence is resorted to than is absolutely neces
sary to enable you to make the arrest and is required for the safety s
your command.

8, Every man under your command must be delivered promptly to th
eivil authorities when charged with s violation of the law. Every offic
commanding & company of State Militia bas received the same orde
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that you have, and youn are admonished to treat each other with proper
respect, and nat Lo arrest any person belonging to another company, but
refor the arrest to the officer commanding that company, unless, on extra:
ordinary occasions, to prevent the commission of a crime or the escape of

a criminal.
FRANK WOLFORD,
Adjutant General of Kentucky.

[B]}
War DEPARTMENT,
ApJuTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
WasHingron, D, C,, August 31, 1869,
Gun. 'ravk Worrorp, ddjutant General State of Kentucky, Frankfort,
Kentucky:

Gexerarn: Referring to your letter of the 10th instant, explanatory of
the object for which you desire copics of the muster-out rolls of certain
colored regiments, for which rolls application was made in your letter of
February 19, 1869, I have the honor to inform you that the regiments in

ueation, althongh recruited principally in tho State of Kentucky, were

nited States troops, organized under the immediate orders of a bureau

of this office, established for that purpose, and are viewed as on a differ-

ent footing from volunteers raised under the direction of the respective

. States; therefore, it ia decided, that in the case of these troops, all inform-

ation necessary to the seitlement of claims against the Government

should be furnished alone by this Department to the accounting officers

of the Treasury and the Commissioner of Pensions, after the claims
have heen filed. "

Any information from the records that may he necessary in the settle-
medt of claims aguinst the Btate of Kentucky, should such claims arise,
will be promptly furnished the Adjutant General of the State upon his
application,

I have the honor to be,
Very roagmtfull i
our obedient servant,
THOS. M. VINCENT,
Agsistant Adjutant General,
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