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ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT.

[Letter from Governor Wickliffe to the Adjutant General)

Frawurort, Sep.:mbar 13¢k, 1539,

Bim: !

I desire that you will give me information upon tha following points.
What are the whole number of enrolled militia, rank and file, of Kentucky?
Do the general and field officers comply with the existing laws in the dis-

charge of their duties in making the reports and returns to your office, as

required by law? [f any are in default, who are they and what the omis-
gopl
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Would it not be well so to amend the, militia law as to- (ransfer from the
Htate Department lo iﬂu'-'-ﬂ.dqut. General's office, .the whole bisiness ef
issuing and-recording commissions 1o militia officers? '

You will give such othér information, or make such suggestions, as you
may- think will be of importance al this time, louching tha present condition
of lin militia of the State and their orgrnization.

' ';ﬂ;lum, respectilly,

C. A, WICKLIFFL.
P, Dvvrey, Adjutant General -

i
-

3 REPORT. .
Avsvrine Genenar’s Orrice,
Franuronrg November 15, 1539,
Bim: -
In complisnce with your lstter ofi the 13th inst. requesting to be in-
formed: 1st “ What are the whole number of enrolled militia, runk and
file, of Kentueky 1" I have the honor to state that the following abstract
affords the information desired, as perfectly as the abstrects of annual re-
turns, and the records of the office enable me to furnish, to wit: One Gou-
ernor and Comwmuander-in-Chief; 1 Adjutant General; 1 Quarter Master
General; 14 Major Generals; 29 Brigadier Generals; 57 Aiddecumps; 14
Division Inspectors; 14 Division Quarter Masters; 29 Brigade Majors; 20
Brignde Quarter Masters; 131 Colonels; 130 Lieutenant Colonels ; 128
Majors ; 131 Adjutants ; 131 Regimental Paymasters; 131 Quarter Mas-
ters ; 17 Chaplaing; 129 Surgeons ; 127-Burgeon's Mates; 1040 Captains ;
1042 Lieutenants; 962 Ensigns; 26 Cornets; 131 Sergeant Majors; 131
Guarter Master Serpeants; 616 Musicians; 3,813 Sergeants; 3,727 Cor-
porals, and 63,207 Privates. Total, including officers, non-commissioned
officers, musicians and privates, 77,969,
In relation to your second inquiry, “Do the general and field oflicery com-
ply with the existing laws in the dischargo of their duties, in making out
their reports and returns to your office as required by law? [If any are in
defuult, who are they and what the omission 7" I have the honor to stats,
that by acts of Congress and our State Legislature, my official correspon-
dence and franking privilege is limited to the Major and Brigadier Generals;
‘consequently Ldo not correspond with, or receive {rom, “ ﬂei}d officers,” any
“reports” or “returns,” with the single exception of nominations for platoon
officers, which the law requires shall .be transmitted to me through the Ma-
jor or Brigadier Generals; hence I ém unablo to stats what * fisld officers”
are negligent in their duty in making their “reports” or “returns” The
ficld officers make their regimental returns to their respective Brigadier
Genarals, whose duty it is to consolidate those of their Brigades, mnﬁa out
briplicate absirncts, mcl_cg? of which they are required “io transmit to ths
Adjutant General on or belore the 10th day of October, annually.” Those
who have failed to comply with this requisition are, Brigadier Geunernls J.
H.M,;;m.of the 1st Brigads; J. W. Rowlett, of the 6th; P. Jordan, of the
hi Duniel Hager, of the 141h; Joseph Hughes, of the 19th; Ainbrose
Kirtley, of the 201h; A. Asheraft of the 234, und Jarvis Jackson of the 24th
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Brigadey all of whom have been reporied tp thelr rdspecuive Major Gener-

aly, with'orders from this office to summem courtssfor their trial. w14 iz the
duty of Major Generals to consolidate, tlhieséiurnd-made to, them by- their
Brizadiers, “agreeably to the forms pregoribed by the Adjutant General,"
ane copy of which they are required -dgstransgilt to the Adjutant General's
office, “on or before the 15th November, in edch year Those who have
failed ta comply with this provision of. the law, are, Major Generals Robert
Martin, of the 4th division; Win. Ratcliffe, of the 7th ; Robert Matsen, of
the 10th, and Elijah Combs, of the 12th Division, gll ol whom are now re-
ported to your Excellency,ngreeably to the 14th section of the militia law.

Tu relation 1o the third subject of enquiry contained in your Excellency's
fatter, “Would it not be well o to amend theamlitia law as to transfer from
the State Department to the Adjutant General's office, the whole business
of issuing and recording ecommissions 1o militia officers? T have the hanor
to stald, in reply, that I cannot doubt such *transfer™ and separation of the
Military from the State Department would ho productive of the best results,
and is demnnded by every consideration of economy in expenditures, good
arder aud discipling, & well regulated and eflicient militia system, and alike
bencficiol to the consistency and harmony ef the records in the Buate De-
" partment, Under exi.-sting{nws regulating the State and Military Depart-
munts, o part of the records of the ilitia only are kept in the office of the
Adjutant General, where in truth the whole should be kept, and nothing leit
for the netion of the Governor and Commander-in-chief, or Secrstary of
State, but approving, signing and affixing the State seal ta thie commissions
siszuing” from the.office of the Adiutant General,  Such is the practice of
the Waroffice of the General Government,and in most, if not all the States
of the Union which have a well regulated and efficient militin system.

While, therefore, L cannot doubt the propriety and necessity of the
change suggested by you Excellency, candour requires me to slate, that the
praposed change would more than double the duties of the Adjutant Gener-
al, and that his salary should be mado to carrespond with the additional du-
ties Prnpusad o be assigned him. Filh iy

As regards the last *suggestion” contained in your Excelleney's letter, I
havs tostate, that the present “organization” of the militia, and the laws
controlling it, {with the exceplion herstofore referred to) are, perhaps, as
complate and officient as is dusirable to the Legislature and the great body
of the people ina time of profound peace; and that whatever of insubor-
dination or apparent inefficiency of the system is perceptible, it resulis
from the mal-administration of the laws, and in not enloreing its provisions.

1 have the honor to be -
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,
: 1_"- DUDLEI- .
-Adjutant General.
s Excellency, C. A. Wickurre, : :
Governor and Commander-in-chicf I :

. of the Militia of Kentuchy.
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