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A history of a organiZation, long and Monoreble ihough
it may be, is never acomplete., New chapters mist be written
wiien in times of atress stalwart men take over the colors,

Bow, as in past years, tha 1%9%h has 1ts role to play,
apd that role will add a stirring chapier to its hilatory, .
New actp of daring, tonacity and coursge wdll bs recorded,
In some not too distant date, another new chapter will de
written, and the higtorian, I kmow will find that the 1Ygth

has been trus to ite traditiors,

August, 1959
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THE HISTORY OFf
THE 149

Zv, 17 any, military units are richer in higtory than the 145tk Armor
Group. Men mustered under its colors have every reason to ¥ atep it offf with
pride in their hearts, Oast your eye on the top of iis color mast and you will
880 the streamers marked: Buana Vigta, Ohicksmauga, Wegt Wirginia, Shiloh, and
Mufreesbourough. ¥World ¥War I and in ¥World War II, Leyte, Bataan, Luzorn each one
telling a stdry of herolo devotion to the safeguarding of the American Way of
Life, conceived and fostersd by ths = =
Fathers of this country., Since the
days of 1te flret Oommander, Lt.0ol.
Daniel Boore, no major threat to
pational integrity has arisen dut
what the strong arm of the 1l9th bas'f
not been raised in its defonse;

Its designation as the 149th
Armor GroWp, goes. back only t8 1955,
prior %o this it proudly btore the
name 119th Infantry ROP from 1946
to 8ept 1955, Even before that 1t
was known as the 149th Infantry
Rogiment, 38th Divigiop from April
28,1917 until Jan 1946, I% fought
as such during bdoth World Wars, But
for mére than a century prier to
these dates it exleted under the
title of the Second Regimant,
Kentucky ‘Mlitia,

‘ () U0
In 1812, when this yourg rations @ g
life was thraptened by British 3 > "l:" 7]
astacks, the #econd Regiment Xentucky “ ({g;z '
) h.'-"}

A%
Militia formed part of a hastily m.é
e

h
anized United Biates Amy, Undsr the Ay
v 7

gonerdlship of Andrew Jadceon, in the &
battle of New Orleans, 1t fought val-
iantly., Taking their cue from the
wrds of "0ld Midrory” himgelf, ¥ I
will emash them, so help me God!, the
Kentuckians crushed the enexmy's .

every attempt to advance against
their posttion, It was 12 tnis _ In this battle the Kentuckians, wnder

battla that the Kentnckv soldler's General Andrew Jackeom,crugned the enemy's
reputation for unerring mavkeren.  efforts to advance sgalnst New Orleans,

ship was born,




ears later in the Mexican War, 18L6 the Becond Reglment was enrolled and
roatéred into Pederal servics, It served with (Gemeral Winfleld Bcott and mads
the epoch-making march frem Vera Cruz to Mexico City. Bcott culmimated this
campalgn with storming the neights of Chepultepec, Here too, the ancestora of
the 1L5th Armor , Group were in
the thick of the ) SJ 1 fight, coven-
ing themselves s with diet$ino=
tion, Again at ’é ;T = Buena Vista
Feb 23, 1847 when ; === ; the right wing

of Genme Taylor'sg army was threat.
ensd, *the battle cry wont ups
" Hold lem, EKentucklang,”

They held and

was won, They were
gervice at New

9, 1847,

Came the War
Statess Kentucky
its eympathiag, On
Secornd Reglmenty
teers wvas mstered
Camp (lay, Ohie,
B, Woodsuff wvas ite
The following
troops left far
ing Virginia, They

another viotoxy
mgtered out of
Orleans lLa, Jun

between the

was divided in

Jur 13,1861 the
Kentucky Volun.
into service at

A Oolexel William
commanding officer,
month he and his
the front, invad-
forced s landing

at Guyandotte. They fought too, a$
Ganley Bridge, Va. And from there
they marched to -Baxrbowrville,
where they marked a hard won
victory over the enemy forces
vnder General Jerkins, From
the bdluff, they marched 1o
Camp Poco, Va. near Soury
Oreeck at whiah place Oolonel

Woodruff, Lt,C0ol, | Yeff and Oapts

Hurd and Avetin MEXTCAN WAR ' were captured
by :ha BROIY, In the battle of Buena Vista the cry went upt IB° “":'
mat then " Hold ‘em, Kenbuckiana," Théy held and ampthey - 0RE3&e
Floyd's command victory was wox, of the rebdel
forces, From thers it was ordern-

ed to (harleston, Va. to go into winter Quarters, In Jan 1862, it was ordered ipe
to Eentuaky and reached Bardstown on Yeb 5th leaving there it marched to Pitte.
burg landing arriving on April 6, 1862, During the swelterlng summer of 1862 the
regiment busied itself with guarding the army!s long line of commmmicationa
agalnat the snemy attack, It wvas in the thick of the fight against the forces
of General Bragg whan tha Tatter invadsd Kentucky and Tennesses, It partdicipated
in the seige of Corinth, Migs, after which 1t moved to Athepne Ala, From there
it moved to Murfreesbowrough Tenn, to guard the railroad between that point
and Nashville, Comparies B arnd G were captured by Forests Oavalry in July 1862,
Jrom Murfreesbourough, it moved south to Chatansoga and fought at (hidmmavga.
In May it moved to Xingston Ga, thence to Resacs Ga, whore it remained dning
@arrison duty until Jun 186k when it went to Covington Ky where it was mnstered
out of the service Jun 19, 186k,
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Bzeddnn ths many sklrmlshes and minor engege-
ments;, it participated in the following hatiles,
in which loss was gubat ineds Barbourville amd
Ganley Ridge,Va 3 Oorinth,Miass Stons River,Tennp
Ohi cramavgs, Ga: Charleston W.Va.: Scary Creek, W
and Oripple COreck Tenn,

", Immsdiately after the declaration of War wiik

) R R ‘Spain by the Unlted States on April 22, 1898, the
[ N ‘ 7 | "Becond Infantry, Kentucky Stats Guard was mobil-
T 3* <A ized at Lexlngton, Xy ard was mustered into the

— 7 il service of the Unmited Btates with the desiguatblo:
— ? i of Second Keatudcy Infantry U.8, Voluniesrs,

XY - YN deadn the regiment had moved to the defeumsd of
:i: ; /r*"' T Pl L%e comtxy, It took wp tralming quarters at
St NI 372)F43)| onidcanauga, Though in this shart conflic it

KL s Y00 /| 414 ot experience actual combat, its casuslty

/‘J A\ —

W A | 13t was very large; Samdtary condltlons at the
3% ] %:ﬂ' \| camp were so dsploradle that a typhoid fever
. fﬁ”—f" {Ji| epidemic broke out, claiming meny lives, The
gy flle
\1

= g regiment was matered cut of Yederal gervice
v N T T oot 31, 1898,
A 5 I /- )M‘K.M =
LxaX, wil "X a~ideg FJollowing the Spanmish War, the regiment was
OIVIL VAR, reorganized by the late Brigadier General
In the war between the states the Boger D Williams,sfterwards commander of

ancestors of the l49th were im ths thick the Firat Kentucky Brigads, The regiment
of the fight against forces of General remainad in State service, participating
Bragg when the lat ter invaeded Kentucky in ennuval encampments and importent State

and Teinesses, dutien, The Mexican Bordsr &l sturbances

necepgitated its doing called inte Fedsral

soxrvice in June 1916, It was then commanded by Col. Allen W Gullion, Mobilized at F¥,
Thomaa Ky. and moving” to Oamp Owen Berns, Jt Bliss Texas, the XKentuddans became a
part of the Tenth Provisional US Division in Tezas, under the command of Brigadier
Gensral Oharles ¥ Mortan, The Reglment was assigned a defenaive sector along the
north bank of the Bio Grands River, from EX Paso to Fors Bancock, At the terming
tion of its border duty the Bsgiment was ordered homeé and mustered out of Fedsral
service at Fort Thomas, Fed 15,1917,

But with the ¥World ¥War and its consequent threat to this country the Begiment's
leave from Yederal service was short-lived, In the latter part of March 1917, the
Governor of Eentucky called the Begiment into Btate service to protest vital ¥rans-
portation lines and indnstrial. points, Ore month later President Wilson ordersd 1t
into Yederal Service, Assembled at Caxp Stanley, near Lexington, the Regiment moved
to Qamp Bheldy, Miss. It was hers'that it was Aesignated the 145th Infantxy Begiment
Seventy.fifth Brigads,Thirty-eighth,"Oyclone”, Divieion,

Early in 1918. after undexgoing a perlod of training at Camp fhelby, the majon.
ity of the Regiment's persomnel was ssnt to Franocs as replacements for other units,
A skeletoniged 149th was left at Battiesburg, Miss, Bowever, nsw flsgh and blood was
soon supplied, Boldiers from Eentucky, Arkansas, and Illinols were moved in to 111
its required complement, But again in the spring of '18 the Regiment was called upon
to furnish replacements for depleted urdts abroad,
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ate in 1918 the Regiment moved as as unit to France, Or errival overssas
it trained for a ghort period at Nantes, and lastly at LeNans, But it did not en=
gnge in conbat as a unit, It was broken up into replacements, both officers, and
enlisted men, for frontwlline Auty. In this wise it fought vnder the regimental
colors of the First, Becond, Third, Yourth and Foriy-eecond Divisions,

Following the World War, and puranant to the Nationa) Defense Act of 1520,
the Reglment was reorganized and redsgignated the 1L49th Infantry, a part of the
Seventy. fifth Brigads and the Thirty-eighth Divieion, It 1s noted that the Thirty-
eighth Division was the first Natlonal Guard Division in the United States,
following the World War, to train ammally iz the field as a completely organized
Division, Bach year it met at Fort Enox, Kentucky for ite training,

With the adveant of the gecond World ¥War and the unchecked coxduest of
Zurope by Hitler!s forces it was apparent that this nation was in dire threat of
attack, Tne 149th Infantry Regiment was then composed of units scattered through-
out the State of Eentucky, On Jamary 17, 1941, President Roosevelt ordered the
Regiment's induction into the Yedoral service. From near and far Eentuckians
poured in to take uwp arms sgalnst the great menace to their dsmocratic way of life,
They were united undsr the command of Colonsl Roy ¥ Rasley, later retired with ramk
of Brigadier Gerexal,

Oa ¥eb 28, 194L, the Regiment arrived at GCamp Shelby,Mias, there -to begin
a period of intenslvwe training, Schooling in the TR

art of battle reached ite peak in the Loulglars
manuvers, The maruvers lasted from Aug 5, to Oct
1, 1941, And during this period the ligth was
seldon found in a cspacity other than forming
the spearhead of attack for the 38th Divislonm,

¥hon Genoral Easley moved up to Dim=
ision, COolomsl ¥ Wild Bi1'" Maylor toolr Awer tha
reins .of the Reglmant,

. Under his direction the Regiment proved
itesis able to walk more milep, sleep less and
fight harder than any other Regiment in the Third
Army, Yor those wita a bent for statistice it is
interesting to note that in 1941 mapuvers; The
Regiment advanced 173 miies against stiff opposi-
tion, at no times loging ground; it traveled 92
miles on foots 1t captured 32 officers and 1583
enlisted men, while losing onky 15; that it
moved its command post 33 times for a total of
247 mles; that finally in its capture of Mans-
fleld 1t made the first and only pensetration of
the Becond Army line of defenge durirng the whole
mamver,

Back at Bhelby after ipamvara, the

SPANI
Regiment again took up training, Dusring the A typhoid fever epldemic claimed

:onhhl that followed it established what is many lives in the 1UY9th during its
elisved to be an all time high average in graining at Oht

rifle marksmanghips 99,25% of the entire b ceanange.

command qumlified, Bhades of yesteryear, wher the Kentuaklans wlth General Jackson
wers noted for their deadliness of aim,




MEXI CAXY BORDER DISTURBANOXS
In the Mexican Border Disgtunrvances
the 149th was assigned s defenglve
gsactor alorg the north bank of the
Rio Grands, '

;
@namu of i¥s excellent treining record the
1

th was & loglcal cholce to supply the grow-
ing Arny's demgnd for officers and offlcer can.
didates. Hundreds of its men were traunsferred
to infuse experience and akill into newly acti-
ivated units, Approximately $wo hundred affice:
left $he Regiment to assist in the direction o
other units, while close to three hundred en-
listed men were sent to Officer!s Candidate
School, It is safe %0 esy that in practically
every theatre of cperations men of the 149th
ocovered themselves with honors as they dsfend-
ed their courtry in the best ¢raditions of the
Ragiment,

The 149th Do longer though, was
sxclusively a Kentucky organiszation, Jor many
men from every state in the Union particularly
Hew York snd P Joisey ", Penngylvania and Ge,
soon became fillers in the Regimen$, Only the
states of Deleware and Nevsda wers not repre-
sented in the Regiment, With the exodns 0oFf nlA
troops and the arrival of new onss thers began
a mingling of Yarkes and Southera blocd, Maxy
nights were spent jovially re-fighting the
attle between the states, but there was a
20114 unity on the field fo mold themselves
into troops that never knegv the word dsfeal,

Late in the spring of 1942, a

nev Mvision Oomrmander was at the helm of the 38th, Major General H L G Jones,

, Ia Bept of 1942 the 149sh left Oamp Shelvy tp participete once again
in the Louisiana Mansuvers, This tims under General Jones with marked saccess,
Of partionler note were the crossinge of the Sabine River, Twice on the offen.
sive the opposing forces were unable to hold the Regiment from crossing: while
on the dsfenpive the opposing forces were nnable to cross wlith any spprecisdls
strength, In every effort of the 38th " (Cyolome® DMvielon, the 149th Infantry

was much the spearhead of attack,

From manuever area the li9th moved to Camp Oarabelle, Fla row known
as Cazp Gordon Jobhnson, Esre emphasis was placed upon amphibious training,

In Jan 1943, the Regiment moved to (amp Livingston Louisiana, Florida
may be the Mescca of wvacationiste, but to the 149th, Florids was a liteny of
so0ggy days and damp, oold nights, 8and, sand, and more sand, There wag a greas
eshout of ® hurrsh® when the $rain carried off the last contingent of men,

" In Livingiton, the 1U9th engaged in additional training, The old
phases were repeated ard a few nevw ornes wvere added, Of particular intereat
was the tralning in cocordination between air and ground forces and the attanks

upon fortified positions,



ims and time agaln 0ld Man Rumor wandered through the uea.l. poxietimes -
®pering, sometimes srouting: Y Leaving for foreign duty ¥, With his every
appearance the men grew warm with enthusissm,,,. only to cool off with further
delaye,

When the summors came to embark, it fell on welcome ears, To a mar
the man of the Regiment were i¢ching to grapple with something other than a'dry
Tan! enexy, The ordsr finally came and 1t found them eager to put into effect
the thorough schooling received in the previeus mopnths, From Boone to J&pan,
or Boone to Berlin the 1UGth was ready and eager to show its "waraes',,

_S(C(e(r L€

‘t.““..‘l. S 4 v ¥ 2 Ew

On the frontpiece of this history is the ineignia of the 149th, The
shield of blue is for the Infantry., The Civil War gervice is represented by the
white saltire cross voided blue from the flag of the Confederacy. The Mexican
War service is represented Ly the oactus and amale from the Mexican Flag, The
Yorld War I gsrvice 1s-repreganted by the ermine chief from the arms of both
Bﬂttm and Fantee, The motto of the old Regiment ig " !atoﬁpsrpetuo‘ ‘Dean.

ing, " May 1% livs forever®,
TR LR R R R N T R

History recorde that Colonel Zobn Todd g ‘ iz
and Lt Oolopel Daniel Boone were the first com-
manders of the military organization from +hich
the 149¢h gtems, Their immediate successors are

unimowa, Colonel William I ‘¥oodruff commanded — =) S .y

dwring the 0ivil War and the known subsequent 1 oV .

commanders arei Oolonals Thomae Jefferson Smith, A i gy I /
RBoger D ¥Williams, J Bubry Aller, Allen ¥ Gullion yARE TS AN § W) . .—ﬂ
George T Smd th, Eenry X Denhardt, Jackson Morris, || |3 L iiawian VAL

Prank D Rash, Roy ¥ Basley, William 8§ Taylor, o
¥infred G firelton, Arthur C Bonnycastle, ;

Y EEEEEEEEERY Hp

O0fficers inducted into Federal i I
Service in Jan 1941, still serving witk the 1 4
Guard in some oapacliy arerBrigadisr Gensral (s :
Jegss B lLindsay, Colomol Arthur C Boanycastle, # ' g
Bamusl P Martin, Ferrell J Lewis, COalvert P /

Bmall, Nelgon A Meredith, Theodsre B Lowman, : | i
Luther M Greer, &l =
= . :
e O NS ke ' 7 - “;%Vm
, N3P e
During the Civil War between the WELD WAR ONE
8tates, there was two regiments bearing the The 149¢h eailed for France in 1918
title of the SBecond Kentucky Infantry, one wmpleting its training at ¥antes and
served with the Union forcss, and ons in the  LeMans, in Brittany, vhence the fleur
Army of the COonfederacy. ds Llg on the insignia,
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Bubgednant to the Civil ¥ar the Regiment was maln$ained during various
periods ag & paxrt nf the Kentucky State Guardy fthe hietory 1e meagre and is moet-
ly tradition, The same is true of the 3rd Kentucky Infantry which later becsme a
part of ‘he 149th Infantry durag W I,

LI B BN BN B B BN BN R

In early 1942, two combat teame from
ths 0ld Regiment, Ypulled? duty at New Orleans
and Texmes Clbty, Texns, with the mission of repell-
ing any attempted attacks upon the Gulf ehore withs
in their designated boundaries..

AT ES SRR ¥R

Pirst casuality of the 1L9th was Cpl
Guyle O Brown of Co L 1k9th who drowned on Oct
22, 1942 while crosaing the Sabine River about
two and oze/half miles below Burr Ferry Bridge,
Thie soldier was acting as a ecout for a patrol
wiich wan mgking a fient river crossing to attract
the opposing forces while the rest of the company
crogsed the river 80 yerds rorth of this point,
Opl Brown was pasthumorgly swarded the foldiers
Medal,

B 3 6K kR w ke RS

Other righlizhts of the Guard has beex,
functioning i1n gsach capacities as guarding prisoners
iz transit from Jell %o %rial, acting as guards
during trials, serving at various conventlons,

assuring the right of free enffrage on two occasions
in Barlarn Cowmnty, maintalning law and order at
Churchill Dowas for the ranning of the Derbdy,

One of its gremteat services to the state was

One of the 149th's outstandi:
gucessges in the 1942 manuvers
the crossing of the Sablre Rlve:

rendsred during the 1937 flood in louisville, when a radio station was establibred
et Trarkfort and a state wide ret was operatedy also dstailed police 4nty was done

during ths bigh wetor and after the flood waters had recedsd,

L 20 B BN BN IR BN BN BN B BU I B BN BN B RS BN N BN BN R BN A

" In the mgeum of Eentucky State Hlatorical Soclety ihere are many war
rolicg and Militia socoutrements on dlsplay amony which are; A brass cannod cape
tured by General Gates at Baratoga Oct 17, 1777, re-captured by Kenincky troops
at the Battle of the Thames Qot 5,1813y 8treot SBwueper and 0ld mechine gun with
twenty-five barrels; Spanish-American fleld artillery piecs; Guns from W I3
Fagns and banners Aeploiing many units and various mtional colors, In the Gun
Room, various old Kentucky riflee are on dlsgplay inclnding the famsus Kentucky
rifle; pionee™ ~hwtgune called ths "Polkatalke",; arms of the Miliiia from 1812
1860; principal arme of the civil war} arme of the militia from 1864-106;
principal arms of World War I 19141918} World ¥ar Accroutremsnts 1914-1918;
pistols and revelvers fram 1700-1900; firearms of unusnal claesificatioas such
as the Harpoon gur, 8napmnce, Pottsdam rifle, etsp also in the wmugeom i the
Lyon Turner collection of various firearms; and in the House of Repressngatives,
the famous Deniel Boonre gun and that of lssac Sheldy,
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Om of Louislanals Northers was whistling through the elash pines and
the BRagiment was still training, There were ten and twenty-five mile speed
marches, physical fitness tests, AGF tests and bapitisims of fire,

Finally orders came for the mpvement to Hawaii, through New Orleane
and the Pamams and on 4 Jan 19LL the Regiment departed from the Port of New
Orleans, :

It was 1n the Yucatan straights that the Regiment felt the tension of
War, A Nazl Wolfpack lurked along the course, B 26t'g got two of them and th
convoy moved on unmolested,

At Pamama, the slater Regiment the 150th, was greetsd and jJoined the
CONVOY,

Diamond Head alipped by off the starboard and with tha strains of Alcha
to greet the Regiment, it lansd in Haweli on 25 Jan 194k,

Beaches were protected and the men began extensive training in Jungle
varfare and landings,

On 10 July 1944, the Regiment left Hawali and was well on its wey
scroes the equator and the International Dateline before New Guinsa was coDe
firmed as the next stopplng place,

Keeping the Jungle away from Ora Bay was a part of the conditloning,
Athletics in the afterncon and movies at night mgde life erndurable,At Thanks-
€lving the outflt moved north fer War had returnsd to the Phillipines,




VCUNTAINGUS
TREC) ¢ ¥

A

INIT/IAL KANDING AREKA

Z9 1800L JANUYS

1 ¢ was Pearl Harbor day 194k
vaen 8gb Bill Stewart of the lLL9th
Infantry, lst Battalion raised his
M 1l and fired, A Jap sniper fell
from a Sree, this wvas the first Jep
credited to0 the 38th Divigioa in
W II,

The ls% Battalion under L%
Col Bonnycastle his the land of

) $yphoons on & Dec 194k, and seised

the Buri airetrip near Dulag on
southern Leyte. This action ended
on 11 Dec 19ik,

Oz 29 Jan 1945, she Regiment
went into Luson, After Leyte 1% -
seewd almost phony and by 31 Jan
the ontfit wvas at the entranoe %0
A gag Pass,

On the 2 Feb 1945 the 1U4Sth
Infantry began i4's ¥ end.run ¥
north of the Pass, Although no
opposi $ion was encountered until
the march had been completed, the
trek was pure hell, five days of
13, The Loulsville OouriexwJournal
described this cross country march .
as followss

" Reminigcent of the days of

the old "Second Kentucky Infantry", once commanded by Daniel Boone, was $he epic
march along mountain trails in lugor made by the 149th Infantry Regiment.... &
tortuous route believed never before to have been $rod By a white man was follow.
od to seal off retreat of the Japs into Bataan at ZiglZag Pass, where the 38th

Division won the title " Avengers of Bataan ¥,

The 149th completed its march on 5 Fek 1945, linking up with the XIV
Orps elements, While the thir:ddattalion moved down the east coast of Batsfn,
the remainder of the Regiment drove back through ZigZag Pass, 1% was tough,

dMrsy fighting,

The bloody fighting lasted for endless hours, yard by yard they moved
forward, Bringing tarks into actior the Nips temporarily halted the advanoce,
On 7 Feb the 1U9th agaln attacked and was stopped. On 11 Feb another attack
wvas launched from bBoth the east and west and on 12 Jeb patrols from the 19tk

, and the 152nd contacted each other and on 14 Jed the two Regiments linked wp
in strength and the last strongpoints redunced, The 1li5th then drove back thru
Diralupiban and down Bataan permnisula to link up with 1i%s third bastalion,
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MT. SANTARoSA

Z16 -2AC FASS — FFBHS™

1gZag Pass was open, Batsan was denied to t¥he Japs as an egoape heaven
and attle of Iuszon was appreciably shortensd,

On 18 Feb the 1194h attacked along the Bagac-Pilar roed, Highway 111, and
on 2 Teb, a link up was mads with the 151si. Oontrol was establisghed over the twn
el n rolh of Bataan, Mighteen days after the bastle of ZigZag Pass had begu
Batagn vas in the hands of the US Army,

Trom 7 March %0 30 April, the elimination 0f enexy resistance took place
in the Vicirity of (Mark Fleld and ¥t ftotsenburg While this was an ugpeotasuler
operation, nearly 8,000 Jeps wers killed and 75 captured, Thlis "mopping wp* was
10 becoms one of the most difficult series. of engagements in the long Luson
campaign,

Or 30 April the Emopping uwp® operation was moved to Sierra Madre wwoun
tains., To narrate the action is Alfficult as responeibility for sectors changed
too rapldily as weary groups werd® withdrawr for short periods of rest in rear
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aress, But the 1l5th in a drilliantly executed and coursgeous assault took most
of the positions on Mt Pecawagan greatly aiding this campaign,

] By 27 May, Wawa Dam wss seized undamaged to secure the last of Manila's
o three reservolrg and crack the last fixed Jmp strongnoint esgt of the Oapitel,

On 18 June, the 149th moved on to secure Mt Domire and clean out the
Montalban River Valley., From 23-30 Juns all uniis moved to vicinity of the
$own Bayanbayan and continued aggressive patroling and offeneive acticn ia the
area east of Ny Arayet and Laguna de Bay o the Phillipine Bea,

During the month of July and uvantil the Jeap caplinlation in . August -the.
bulk of the fighting was confined to the Infanta area bordering the Phillipine
Sea, On 11 Aug a simple "Ylaeh message® annouriced the "™ negatiation for peace”,
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The Divislon began preparations to return to the States at the end of
Sept.but outposts were maintalned in ¢he hills until relief bty another Divislon
on 5 October, In 217 consscwive days of combat an Lugon the 38th had opposed
more tham 50,000 Jap ¥roops and had killed 26,732,

"n 5 October all unlts were officially relieved of all combat respon-
glbilitles and by the end of the month were bound for Los Angeles,

The word rotation wes fon-
gotten, in ite place and in
the minds of everyone was the
word "points?,

Jortungtely for the men of
the 38th during this trying
time of demobilisatlon, most
basa camp ingtallations were
completed by ¥-J day., There
vers Red Oroas canteens, a
large osntral installation
called Gyclons COenter where
the men cotld read, write
or relax, Movie theaters
were built in all areas,

. nany with cover to keep off
the ralny season!s dowpours, Stage shows, boxing and sven an airstrip was
converted into tennma and bascetball courts, Powling halle, driving ranges
for the golfers, pool tsbles, barber shops, a oock fighting Pis, souvenir
shop, and the greatest of all - 1ce cold bottle cokes, stateside hamburgers
and doughtmute, ‘

¥hile all this was provided for recreation,
the Divielon operated a full scale college for
thoe® who wdshed to study any of a hundred of
courses, '

The end of October found the Division on
ite way to the United Staten,

The morning was foggy, Oatalina was a bare=
1y visible blot on the horizon as they moved easi-
wvard, A Yevy antl-submarine bliwp with gay colors
a big welcome home slgn, and a loud speaker which
Dinah 8hore sang over hung overhsad,

S8oon the breakwater appeared and the Ioe
Argeles portts greeter boat, The Gnafu Maru, hove
to. A band played "Ky 014 Fentudcy Home", and many
soldiers swallowed hard and had moist eyes,

The last beachhead was made,this one standing
up to be grested by ¥ ¥hite girle? and friendly
natives,

12



BEADQUARTERS XI CORPS
Offics of the Commanding General
APO 471

30 June 1945
SUBJECT: Relief of 38th Infantry Division from Assignment XI Corps,
TO: Commanding Genmeral, 38th Infantry Division, APO #38.

1, As of this date, by orders over which I have no control, the 38th Inf-
antry Divielon 18 belng relieved from sssigmment to XI Corps.

2, The 38th Infantry Division landed with the XI Corps on 29 January 1945,
Since that date it has beer continuously in this command, It has fought in
Zgmbales, Bataan, Corregldor, Caballo Island, Carabao Island, west of Fort
Stotsenburg and for the last several weeks in ths Marakina area east and northeast
of Manila, The tasks given the division have been difficult, It bas é¢overed a lof
of area, fought many good fights and always performed any assigned duty with great
credlt to itself and to the Army, It has never asked odds of anyone, never oried
about an asaignment, and always acoepted a difficult task without complaint,

3. I regrat very much having the division psss from my control, I would
welcoms it in eny fight which may fall to the lot of XI Corpa, It bas done
a very fime job under most diffioult conditions and one for which it may well
feel proud,

4o I hope you will convey to all ranks in your command my esincere apprecla-
tlon for the wholehearted cooperation and fine fighting qualities which enabled
your division, “"The Avengers of Bataan," to accomplish its mission in every in-
stance, I sincerely regret that the division 1s no longer a part of the XI Corps,

C.P, RALL
Lisutenant General, USA,
Commanding
1st Ind,
201,22
HEADQUARTERS, 38th Infantry Division, APO #38, 3 July 1945.
TO0:s A1l Un:l.ts, 38th Infantry Divieion,

1. I, as Division Commander, am very proud to pass on to you, the commen-
dation of ocur Corps Commander,

2, A copy of this commmigation will be posted on all bulletin boards,

» G Chan

WTLLIAM C. CHASE
Major General, U.S. Army
Commanding
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 HEADQUARTERS 38th INFANTRY DIVISION
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
| APO 38
12 October 1945

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE 38th DIVISION

Upon the eve of the departure of this division for the United
States for demobilization, I wish to express my appreciaetion for
the fine spirit and efficiency displayed by all units and individ-
uals in carrying out their mission in spite of difficult conditions,
Al] aere to be congratulated on & Job well done, The division has
made an enviable record of which all may be proud,

You will return to civilian life with experience which will
stand you in good stead in facing the great responsibilities you
will encounter,

I wish you all godspeed and a quick and safe journey home,

/Qcﬂﬂuy

FREDERICK A, IRVING
Ma jor General, U.S. Army
Commanding

S _

The raa'e took so litile time, By trein to Oamp Anea.., Los Angeles
headlines,.," AVINGERS OF BATAAN BETIIRN..... ¥IAST HOME FROM PACIFIC WAR ¥,
ve.s that inevitable medical exam,,.. that wonderful steak dinrer,,..
sleep in bed with sheets,... new clothes,.. & telephone call home.....
Ice Cream and milkshaskes... & train trip to Fho seperation center near
home,,. twenty-four to forty-eight hours and home,....HOME,

R B B B BE BN BN BN BN OB RN RN BN BN RN S BN NN B B BN BN RN BN NN BN BN N

The muffled clanking of tire chains left no doudbt that the aftern.
noon snow was slick and deep, The msoothing crackle of the logs in the
open fireplace left no doubt that home was the most wondsrful place in
the world, The soft, unhurried sentences spoken in'the family gathering
lef% no doubt that an important mission was Just ahead, It was tharke-
giving Dey 1945, The mission, LIFE as CIVILIANS, .eeeeeseceses

L B B BN N BN N BN NN RN BN NN B B R B BN RN RN RN NN BN R B RN R NN A

14 \ |



~N o Aot co s/
LEGEND T o’f:jmau‘t-o -

IMITIR b RAWOING - 216-24¢ \ N\ FRAILE
———— BATAN - ADIACENT 15 L AN LS l o |
- — — - SHTSEN DR ARFA CUTTV I

-------- OPERATI O EAsT aF MAN/FA

YWORLD WAR IT
T BATTLE €RovN D

15



(BA?‘GtJ

LR B B BN B LI B R B BN BN B B BN B ]

ssee At 8 crozsrvads in Bataan there now
stards a monument, It commssorates the
part thatthe men of the 38th, living and
dead, played in the liberation of the
Phillipines,.... The memorial stands ad
the Junction of Batean and Dinalupihan
BMghways, at the entrance of ZligZsg Pase,
It 18 a simple ehaft bearing the pladue
as showo, next page..,..Using only the
language of atone and matal 1t was hard
to pay " Do you remember ? We do, ®
But as a gymbol of the joh done, 1t will
gtand for years to come, baked by sun and
washed with the rains of 8 land that few
RSTEAX 8" ? will ever see again,., A land that is fres
. now, like ours,,..a..
B3 M IS E S NS S S S A B E NS DS AP E NS EEE GRS R A

8gt Bill Stewart of the 149th Infantry Regiment shot & Jep eniper " deader'n
hell® as the firat Jap credited to the 38th Divislon in WW II,

IO"".U..I..“"‘Q"‘"'.".‘-‘.-il"lll.ll

N The 38th Division kdlled 26,469 Jap® in the Luzon carpaign and captured
1,121,

9 RS E AN YR RE RN RS XA S AN S TP TS YRRk KNS N

The last aetisl bombardrment was conducted by L Yachtel with cd.garetj;és';
candy bars and chewing gum, To aselst in the eurrender of AX "

'"i!ll‘ll‘ﬁ,h"*.‘..!‘...‘.‘»~l"‘.illbl!.--it-
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Bataan Caballo

Papanga Wawa Dam
Zambales Fort Drum
Zigzag Pass Sierra Madre Mts

38th INFANTRY DIVISION

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES
(Originally National Guard of Ky, Ind, )

IN MEMORY OF OUR GOMRADES
LIVING AND DEAD AND THE 38th TANK
COMPANY OF HARRODSBURG, KENTUCKY
WHO DEFENDED THIS GROUND FROM
DECEMEER, 1941 TO FEBRUARY, 1942 -
AND TO ALL GALIANT MEN WHO RESTORED
TO THESE FROVINCE THE GOVERNMENT OF
FREE FEOFIE.

January 19, 1945 to August 16, 1945
149th INFANTRY
1518t INFANTRY
152nd TNFANTRY
138th Field Artillery Battalion
139th Field Artillery Battalion
163rd Field Artillery Battalion
150th Field Artillery Battalion
113th Engineer Combat Battalion
38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop
113th Medical Battalion
38th Special Troops

*

38th Tank Company
(Company D, 192nd Tank Battalion)
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DEPARTMENT OF T'HE ARMY

National Guard Burria

I BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF TIHE ARMY

pu—(

Headquarters and Headquarters Company

149th Infantry
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‘ ’ REBIRTE OF THE MINUTE

MANK.

The rebullding of the Post-
War National Guard,

Its trials and tribulations,

Contimity through the
Regiment,

There are men in the Nationsal
Guard whe can pee in their organize-
tional colors and btattle streamers the
sacrifices and the heroilsm of their
fathers, thelr grandfatiers and their
great-grand-fathars, all under the
samé colors, all ip the same unit,

Thie, the spiritual and
blood tie with the past, and with
the futurs, is what " Comtinuity ?
means to the Guard,



‘S!eef W&// {an /'3 ﬂ{ .yoz&r
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¢

ollowing World War II, and pursusnt to the Mational Defense act,
3 Jun 1916, ae amended, the 149th Infantry Regimental Combat- Team was formed aund
extendnsd Federal recognition effective 25 Sept 19U6,

Oolonel Arthur O Bomycaetle was given command and it fell his taek to
re-organige the National Guard, particularly the 149 th Irfantyy Begimental Combat
Team, into & well-knit Peace time force,

Organization was slow, as mauy W¥ II veterans had had all they wanted
of uniforms and military unite, In 1947 the first encampment after WW II was
made a$ Fort Knox Kentucky with ekeletonizsd units mads up of those persons
8111 endowed with the spifit and patriotism needed to formmlate a Natlonal .
Guard organization,

Training this first year was very basic, but plans were laid, even then,
for extensive training in the future and a big " build-up ® of all units, Hany
towns that had had Nationael Guard units prior to WW II refused to assist because
of wmrious reasons, but after mny $rials and tribulations the 149th ROT was
successfully omﬂu,& The combat Team then consisted of the lHth Infan try
Regiment, the st Teld Artillery Battalion, snd‘the 149th (0) Engineer Oompary,
It totaled approximately 1500 officers and men at this time,




elow are sghown the officers in the ® Key positons " upon reorgam sation
of the 149th, following Ww II, N

Thees officers had all had " Combat experience ® dwing the late War and
were fully qualified to fake command of ¥heir respective battalions,

All of these officers had at cne time or another served with the 1Lgth
during the ¥war years, and mads sxcsllent showings with other units in gddition,
to their terme of service with the 149th, They were all dedicated to the uwmit
and to the Hatlonal Guard as a whole, as evident by thelr devotion ts duty and .

wil ring af.fur:‘,g_ in the dsrk days of reorganization,

Colonel Arth
Moore, C,0. 3rd Brn; Lt Col Thomas Jones, 0,0, 2nd Bnj Lt CGol ¢ O Buxch, C,0, lst Ba

A



wing the period 1947~
to 1950 through untiripg
efforts of the various com-
mandera, their staffa and Y
the ' new ' full time army \' '
(ARNG) techniclans the Y .
organigations grew into p !
well treined outfite '
with good equipment o
and a subatantial’

increass of strenZth “
: NV,
this period a nes

&
Armory Board wag’ /]~ «‘g\

created and by NG .,

s
its efforts y
maby new "'/
Armories were 1‘

started, and a
few completed,

'

: &

Also during

The Korean cone
flict again cansed
the Bational Guard to SETIA
dome to the ald of, ite country,.- N
The 119th was placed upon a stand-by . P«
alert and many of $he Artillery units of gmadt ¥
the State, started procsssing immediately for Ner=
entry into the Yoderal Bervice. Along with the artillery, meny of the "gpare parts ",
such as the Engineer Battalion, the Ordnance Comparies, and the Medical Amdulance,
Company was sent into this conflict., ’

Tralning continued for the 149th and the urits had reached an eoxcellent
state of training, mieh an excellemt state,that no longer was 16 required to ask
‘the Regular Army to assist in this training, but the 1l9th was able to condnet all

phases of training with its own officers and qualified NOO'se.

From 1947 through 1952 all field training was conducted at Fort EKrmox
Kentucky, the olimax of that training culminated in a three day Oombat Team
problem of such cepaclity that it rivaled manusvers of WW II, The problem ended
wibh a demonstrationp of the ®combined arme team" attack on a prepared posi tion
“atilising only National Guard troops and equipmend, General Oollier, Poet
Oommanrdant at that time, stated Y As fine a dsmonstration ae has sver been put
on with Army troops in thelr final gtages of training ¥ '

In the years 1953-1954%, field training was held at Fort Campbsll,
Kentucky. The ROT hpd reached a strength of spproximately 3500 officers and
nen and at tained a fine state of resdirness unsmurpasged by ‘any Fational Guard
unit, Dring thig same period the 149th assisted in the re.organization of
those unlts returning to state duty from the Korean conflict, and was instrn-
mental in the drive for increassd strengthe state wide,
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picture telow, The units

t0 include, scouting and patroling, and

The interezt ghowd :F:-. 4

L
'
neasures were satisfaciory, but mather
il

isw and sincere efiors 0y all, beth

o o x i ak 1 i o ¥
yduate course ¥ 4

thing but basic, As shown in the
o all phases of tactics
1‘:_:3#'9 i o traini 0L

T
i e e
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videot in the pleture, no half-way

effors Y was made for resl-

aad men,




Yiring of wespons too, Was a
facast of the re-education and
indoctrination of the new men,

Here, the men are firing the
Qui fication courss for the
Heavy Machine Gun Cal,30 water
cooled, during fi»ld tralning
at ¥t Knox Ky in the early
stages of re-organization,

F¥ring of crew served weapons was
the normal procednre each year of field
$raining, prior to the rough and ready
$actical Yraining glven each year,

Here a crev is getting ready to
fire the 8l MM Moxter in a firing test,

Iven as a B,gimont. there
were the tanks to be fired and
driven, Here the old Regimential
Tank Oo is conducting range fire-|
ing prior to 14s manuvers, =
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E at the end of fleld

tralning 1854, rumors be-
gan of a reorganization
of all Natlonel Guard
units to fit the new
troop lista set up by
{ the Demewtmani of Army,
This was to be ration
wide and wonld " do-awsy¥
‘! with all Regimental Combat
FTeame, The romor was partl-
ally trne, certain Comdat
~ Teams were to be retained, but
the 119 th was one of thomse slated for a new desigration,

Zariy in 1955, word camé that the LUgth wes to reorganize into ap
Armor Group followlng field training that year, The Armor Group would consl s}
of the Hys and Has Oo 149th Armoer Group, and four attached tank battaliones

As this redisignation was not to be completed untll the end of Bept
1955, the ROT mads its final encampmens,as sach, at' Camp Breckenridge, Eentuaky
in August that yes=, Al though the nev organigation was known, the effarts and
energy of all the officers and men was directed in completing a field training
reriod to surpass all previous periods in exsellent manmery This was accomplighed
as the racords show, that this field tralning stamped the organization as one of
the outstanding Nationd Guard units sation-wide, The training was rugged, long
and fedlous, and ended in a"blaze of glory M both literally, amd figuratively,
as a night long ¥ ¥ight-1llumiration® problem was fired by the ROT, Not only
did the entire National Guard of Kentudcy ydtness this demonstration, but the
83rd Division of Obhlio, and many visiting dignitaries were present, The many
commente avd commendations resulting from this demonstration agaln attesbed
%o the fine state of training and the terrific epirit of ths 119th RCT, This
vas also reflected in the annual reporys of the inepesting officers of the Army,
and the glowing reports made by the vislting Army * Brass",

On 25 Bept 1955, the ROT, was redisigmted as the 1UHth Armor Grovwp,
with effective date retroastive to 25 Sept 1346, Here ended
an 1llusbtious history ms an Infanbpy unit and began 58
an entirely new facet¥ 0f $rainihg, that of
Armor, % The Amm of Declsion”, ’k""
9S85

it g
e,

W

N % Tank Jockey"
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ere, the first year at Ft Knox as the 149th Armor Group, the Honor
Guard in all its splendor, is meeting Lt Governor Harry Lee Waterfisld, who
represented the Governor a% the annual Governor's Day Review,

The personnel and eQuipment in the picture is that of the Guard, and
was taken at the Lt Governors, landing at Godman Field just prior to the
Review, Following the Review, there was a luncheon given for him, his sbtaff
and the many other visiting dignitaries at a regular * G,I, " mess hall,

Ixtreme left is General "Jack" Ryan, Commandsr of P4 KEnox, in efvilian
attire is Lt Govermor Earry Lee Waterfield,



wheels of progress had ground.out the ¥ CGravel Agitators " and had
planted them inside a Tank to becoms suddenly a new breed known as ¥ Tark
Jockies¥, Many old time " dyed-in-the-wool" infantrymen, were bitter, remorse-
ful and disillusioned, and a $remendous task of conversion faced all concerned,
Not only in an entirely differemt phase of training, tut also in acclimating
"old soldiers" to a modern,fast driving, hard hitting, mud -elinging unit known
as Ammor, the spearhead of the moderan Arnmy,

80, on this date, 25 Bept 1955, began a new and different way of life
for many of the personnel of the 1L49th, Fortumately, many of the officers and
men had had Armor background prior to serving with the RCT, and with these as
a meleus, and the old Regimental Tank Company assisting, training was begun in
this new branch,

The 1.49th Armor Group now conslisted of the Hgs snd Has Co 1L9th Armor
Growp, the 24oth, 2Ulst, 242nd, and the 243rd Tenk Battalions, formed from elements
of the old regiment, In the conversion, the 44lst FA Battalion, the Mortar Company,
and Companies A and H were lost to other organizations, The strength at this time
was approximately 1750 officers and men,

By the summer of 1956, sufficient equipment had arrived at home stations
and traiping had reached & state, that the first field training period was a
success from all view points, The reports, while not outstanding, were very grat.
ifying and showed the Armor Group was making excellent progress in the right
direction, Fleld training that year, was conducted at Fort Enox Kentucky, the
¥ Home of Armor", During this fitful year many senior and junior officers went
to Tort Enox to_either become versed in the " ways of Armor" or to be refreshed
and brought up to date in the many facets of this new branch,
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classroom’ training, nor was the only
Doring the years, the unite had many
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Quring the yesr, 1956-1957, tremenducus progress was made and the
field tr&8ining period at Fort Knox Kentucky, wes one of complate satisfaction ,
Great Jtrides toward accomplishing the training goal, that of ¥ Tmined Units ,"
not ind’ slduals, was also made this same year,

By thig time Armor had replaced, Iofanbtry in many of the hearts that
heretofore, said" It will never replace the foot soldier ", But Armor wasn't
trying for that., Armor was complimeniing the "foot soldier" and giving him the
long needed assistance on the battle field, By the realization that Armor was
" modern," and could be utilized so much more readily in this up and coming
" Atomic Age!, the dyed-in-the-wool infantryman, became one of the most sbaunch
supporters of this, our new branch,

New Armories, and remodeling of many of the old, Decamé neccessaIy,
because of the extra storage pmblems, the additional maintenance and the safe
guarding of those new " Ircn Monsters", Livermore Armory was completed and dede
icated this year,Bomerset, Barbourville and many other units received additions
or remodeling this period, Many other Ammories were promised additions or some
changes, but due to budg tary ressons these were not forthcoming at this time,

This year, the 149th Engineer Float Bridge Company was detached from
the Amor Group and was assigned to the 2)lst Hngineer Battalion,

Anmual Inspector General inspectlons reached s new high this year,
with many of the undts getting a Superior Rating and few had lower than
Excellent, This ingpection has shown a steady improvement each year since being
convertéd,t6 Armor,

Thmugh a larger allotment of school funds, the 149th Armer Group,
was gble to send many officers and "key NOO'e" to the Armor School there by
increasing the efficiency of the sutire Group,
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ﬁ%ember 4, 1957 began ® The Halting and Fitful Bat+le for Inuegra .-’

( .t By "mvile ' alerted the Kentucky Natlonal Guard this date, Toe Guand wew

op: 76 law aud rder where pro-segregationists were trying 3 keep Neg:s
abd® is o . <P & preT  1sly wnlte High Behool,

As he Govertoxr 1ssued his alert at Frankfori, a jee:iug, ¢ -

of o al and taraers callected at Sturgls to keep eight Negr: yuurhs e
ing 15,k W Genezsl J o B Willlams, State AG; Don Btuxrgill, Sa™ ° W
and "Pa " 8m of the 8tate Pollice, flew to Biurgits whers “her were . Ley N
( mowTs | Wililam Ball of the 240th Tank Battalioz,

B oar wite af the 2l0th Tank Battslionm, supporied =) 4asks,
Bturgls “has¥ n’ghl, prepared i@ stay until the racilal tensisa huad eried,

"
bl g b
oo
4 ;
-
. -
4 n,_!
oo j
* 8 bs wao wlghed to attend class at Bturgis Bégn School were a' jwed t+

the .. ¢35 of troops, holding back a Jeerlng orowd of non-asegregatloni.

»

{ 6 8ept, mn angry yelling mob of LOO tu 500 personp stagea a s

riot, H iNa .onal (Rard troops escorted the Negro youths iat. the . o AL
a filvyes & + 1 le, the troopu were nble to get the gi.depts throogh a v .
] £ T'he "'ﬁps zeated off both ends of the zvTesi a.d “ue . 3 s a..
[T . me T . - wwelve paredas,
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O. 7 Sep*, raciel tensiva in Wes .~ KV_N.L._.:,' sp“ead to the small

commni ty of Clay 3ir Wedster Counfy, More t i pe " Caxt - '“-~zd in front
of the slementary ::linol « two Negro o . . at’r.pid e & roll,
Tris pexlod of blttermess, and lasted for nineteexr days,

and only through legal procedurs wae Lt £, "V, z . .ed ané the {rcops were
wit hdrawn,

-
w.
) .
3 44
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% Jeering crowd is held back Lin the street itont of Sturgie Bigh School by

Fentucky National Guard - efuipped with rirles, tayorete gas gung and maeks-
were from the Louieville, Owensboro, Hendarson and Livermore anits of tna 2ipth
Tanc Battalion, Later Staic police ang troopa escv.vad vhe Negros away,”

Io additlon *a “he £i0%h Iawk Bar:a |, the 2hlet and the 243rd Taxkx
Battalions were called inw . .8 shxii, ¢ & a basds and a3 a twild up ad
one time to glve sufficieat rength to @aei » ‘be Staie Trocpers in the preserva-
tlon of law and order over a wide area,

On 2% 8ep%, *he (uard was .05 ‘®d and 1ife returned to PoOI-
mal in the two smwall towns coancerned,



Their YBoycott " over, white students
re-enter the school at Clay, wa@dh@@‘my
Guardsmen, who had stayed on duty, After

-1 N : y
R h‘?!i' ! N the Negroes left, the mayor of Clay said,
- ‘ff*- g AR % There will be no integration here this
- 3 " { . . Jear, next year, or ever,
N

Kentucky National Guard,
members of the 240th Tank Bn,
man a menacing looking M 47
tapnk outside Sturgis High
School, where enrollment of
Negros brought strife, .




n the fall and winter of 1957, disaster, in the form of floods and
flash floods, hit eastern Kentucky. Hers again the Guard, mainly the 2418t and
the 242nd Tank Battalbons, showed their worth by greatly asslsting the local and
state authorities in aiding the homsless, the needy and aszisting ip contwnl in
the dlsaster erens, Units from Louisville area assiasted by hauling cloVhing,
food and vedding to the stricken in the flood areas,

Duricg this fall, The Nationsal Convention of the National Guard
Asgoclation of America, was held im Louisville, It fell to the lot of the local
@uard units to furnieh maxy adstails which included, drivers for sedsn, Honor
Guards for visiting dignitaries, clerk typiasts for ths many committees, guides,
and Just plain " labor detaile¥, Again the 1L49th troops aseociated with the
convension ¥ did themselves proud" and handlad their many asslgnments in the
manner in which they are accustomed to doing, that of the highest standards,

Troly, 1957, wes & year that many of the 149th Armor Group officera
end men will have a hard time forgetting, and very few of these will want to forged
this year,

1958 brought further acclaim +n the 19¢h Armor Grouwp through rabings
both by the Inspector General and those received at annval active dnty fleld ¢traip.
ing, .

During this year elemernts of the 1)49:)1 Arpor Group were agaln called
to Btate duty to assist in flood disasters, Again they proved their worth and
received accoladss from local, state and Yederal officials and sgencies,

Alsd 4in this year came unrest and insecuwrity through " rednctions in
strengths" forcsd by economic pressure by those ® highen-ups" and the effect wae
one of consternation ms to the limits that would be established, The strengths of
the units were so drastically cut as to effect the efficienoy of their operations,
But wl.ﬁ: evep this adversity, esprit, morale and training contimmed to move elways
"mpward®,

Thie same year the Guard,"went in to " the new Army Greens, Officers
were lnstructed to be ready in October to be tompletely in "wniform, Unfortunately
this wae not to be true for the enlisted personnel at this time,

. T
a , T N——
" I'm not compleining, Sarge...... but I sure wish the Captein would settle his
. feud with the USP&FO ! %
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF LINEAGE AND BATTIE HONORS Status TR

Designation  HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY | Component ”
149th ARMOR GROUP (SECOND KENTUCKY) NG (Ky)

 Lineage

L — — —
| Parent unit constituted and organized 23 May 1846 as 2d Kentucky Volunteer
Infantry Regiment, composed of volunteers from the enrolled militia of Kentueky

Militia

Reorganiged 5 March 1860 as the Kentucky State Guard, commanded by Maj Gen
Simon Bolivar Buckner; organized into separate battalions of the State Guard
during 7 May ~ 7 November 1860

Separate battalions broken up during 1861 as follows:

Elements with Union sympathy reorganized in Indians and Chio as Union
regiments, including the 2d Kentucky Volunteer Infantry Regiment;

Elements with Confederate sympathy reorganized in July 1861 at Camp
Boone, Tenn,, principally as the lst Kentucky Brigade (Orphan Brigade)
near Cincinnati, and mustered into Federal service 13 June 1861; mustered out 19
June 1864

| Reorganized in 1882 ag 3d Battalion of Infantry, Kentucky State Guard, with
Headquariters at lexington

Expanded in 1884 and redesignated 2d Regiment of Infantry, comprised of
companies in the eastern portion of the State

Mustered inte Federal service J4-25 Moy 1898 at Lexington as 2d Kentucky
Volunteer Infantry Regiment; mustersd out 31 Ovtober 1898 at Lexington and
resumed State status (did not serve outside continental United States)

(Kentucky State Guard redesignated Kenmtucky National Guard, 19 March 1912)

Mustered into Federal service 18 June 1916 for Mexican Border service;
mustered out 15 February 1917

‘ Called into Federal service 12 April 1917; drafted 5 August 1917

Consolidated with 3d Regiment of Infantry, less 3d Battalion, K.N.G. (See
ANNEX), and redesignated 149th Infantry Regiment, 38th Division, 1 October 1917

Skeletonized in France in November 1918 and used as replacements; records
cadre demobilized in January 1919 at Camp Zachary Taylor, Ky.

Page 1 of 3 pages
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~ Mustered into Federal service 9 June 1846 at Louisville; mustered out 9 June
1847 at New Orleans, La,, and continued in State service as companies of Voluntee

2d Kentucky Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Union)orgsnized at Fendleton, Chio,

|
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF LINEAGE AND BATTIE HONCRS Status

Designation  HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, Component
149th ARMOR GROUP (SECOND KENTUCKY (CONT'D)

Linsage

Reorganized 9 December 1920 as a Statewide reglment designated lst Eentucky
Infentry Regiment (Elements in Lexington, Frankfort, and central portiém of the
State withdrawn and recrganized in 1921 as 53d and 54th Machine Gurn Squadrons (See
ssparate lineage, 44lst Fleld Artillery Battalion)) 7

Redesigrated 149th Infantry Regiment, 38th Divieion, 1 July 1921

Inducted into Pederal service 17 January 1941 at Louisville

Ingctivated 9 November 1945 at Camp Anza, California

Relieved from assigmment to 38th Infantry Divisien, 13 May 1946

Reorganized with Beadquarters Federally recognized 25 September 1946 at
8t. Matthews, Kentucky

(Assigned as the infantry regiment of 149th Regimental Combat Tesm, 1 May
1949 to 1 September 1955)

1,9th Infantry Regiment broken up 1 September 1955 with elements comverted
and redesignated as follows:

Headquarters and Headquarters Compeny as Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 149th Armor Group

(1st Battalion (less Co A) as 24lst Tank Battalion (separate lineage);
24 Battalion (less Co H) as 242d Tank Battalion (separate lineage);

3d Battalion (less Co I, K, and L) and Service and Tank Ccinpanie as
243d Tank Battslion (separate lineage);

Mediocal Company and Companies I, K, and L as 240th Tank Battalion
(separate lineage);

Compeny A as 917th Medicel Company (meparate lineage);

Company H as Battery B, 441st Field Artillery Battalion (See Batialion
Linseage);

Heavy Mortar Cowpany as Battery A, 242d Fleld Artillery Battalion (See
Battalion Lineags) )

# * * * » ¥*
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT (OF LINEAGE AND BATTIE HONORS Status

Companent
Designation  ppynQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY,

1/9th ARMCR GROUP (SECOND EENTUCKY) (CONT'D)

Lineage

ANNEXs

3d Begiment of Infantry (1917) organized in 1882 as 4th Battalion of Infantry,
Eontuoky State Guard, with Headquarters at Bowling Green

Expanded in 188/ and redesignated 3d Reglment of Infantx-y, comprising campaniae
in the western portion of the State

Mustered into Federal service 21-31 May 1898 at Iasd_n'g'toh'as 3d Kentucky Vol~
unteer Infantry Regiment; mustered out 16 May 1899 at Savannah, Ga,, and resumed
State status

Mustered into Federal serwics 6 July 1916 for Mexican Border servicej mmstered
out 12-15 March 1917

Called into Federal serwvice 12 April 1917 and drafted 5 August 1917

Broken up and consolidated, less 3d Battalion end other elements, with 24
Regiment of Infantry to form the 149th Infantry Regiment, 38th Division, 1 Ooctober
1917

* L] * * * » » *

HOME ARRA:
State at large

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS:

can W VWorld War T
Busna Vista Without insoription
Sivid, Wax World Wer II
Weat Virginia 1861 Few Guinea
Shiloh Leyte
Mississippi 1862 Luson
Murfreesboro
Chickamauga
DECCRATIONS ¢

Philippire Presidential Unit Streasmsr embroidered "17 OCTOBER 1944 to 4 JULY
19457
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-+ Bince reorganization in 1946,0f the Kentucky National (uard, tuhe 1hGth
has served under the following Adjutants General, Gustavas HE May; Roscoce L Murray:

J‘cuo § Lindsay; and J J B Williams,
mtmmmmtﬁmmmttnatumuutittttwmmmnmmmmwmm#mm

S8ince 1946, over 5,000 Guardsman have served at one time or awther
with the 1LU9th, Many of these are still with the Armoxr Group after 12 yearsa,
Considerable mumber of ex 149th people are presently serving with the regular

Army either as Officers are NCO's,
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During 1959, the Armor Grouwp on Annual IG inspection, had numercus,
Superiors, a few Ixcellents and only one unit mted as low as Very Batisfactory,
In ANACDUTRA, all units were rated far sbove last years ratings, with a genecrous
amount of Superiors, Excellents and few very satisfactories,,
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In addition 10 she periods of Federal duty, the 1li9th has served its
State ir many ways during peace time, These include, flood duty, rescue work,
riot duty, preservation of peace and law and order, Further the Louigville units
have donated large quanities of blood of various occassions to the Red Croes and

received commendations from the Red Oross for so doing,
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Officers presently assigned to the units of the 1U9th Ammor Group, are
listed in the following pages, Those officers that were in the unit prior to WW Ii

are shown by an asterisk,
TR R E R R E R R R R R T T T Y

No higtory is ever complete, and usually omits some item of interest
to certain individuals, If this be the case with this history, any individnals
wishing to have certaln highlights or ~vents pointed up should submit them ¢o
this Es., In event some future historian re.writes the present history, those
events could be included in the later addition,
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If this history brings any pleasure to the officers and men of the
149th Armor Group, the author will be amply rewarded for his efforts with that
knowledge.

(N B BB B B N BN NN BN RN BN ORE BN BE NN BN BN BN ONE RN RN CNE N NN B BN R BN N NN N RN N R NN R ENCEN N

The splirit that has prompted the 1U9th in all its effords, both in War
and in peace, is that same gpirit which inspired its predecegsors dr ing the years
when are citizens were carving out of the wilderness a great state and s greater

nation,...
tmt#mmummm*mtm-mttmmm.mmt*tttmmmmtm*mmmqmm
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EP(LOGUE

The National Guerd ie timeless, having had its roots 1n the tradition
that an American citzen should be ready at any time to bear arms for the common
good, Many undying chgters have been written in history of the Guards many and
varied accomplishments,

The unique Quality of the National Guard 1les in its civilian character
and in the geographic unity of its component parts, Men who serve in the Guard go
on working or studying in the norma)l way of civilian life while getting their
training, The National Quardeman follows a particularly Amefican pattern,.......
" Oivilian in peace, soldier in war.®,,.

And so 1t is vith those members of the 149th Armor Group, On the printed
page 1t is impossible to tranemlt the morele, that herolsm, the walor and glory
that belongs not only to the 149th but %0 all Kentucky soldiers, From the time
when the firat Governor, lsaac Sheldby, issusd his ordsr organizing a State Militia,
down to our present tims, men of the l4Jth have in performing their duty,be it to
the Btate or with our Netion, been wnaselfish and loyal to all,

It is hoped tha% the past deeds of,and eismples of unselfishness and
loyalty of those who have past Dbefore us will continue to be a guniding light
to which the officers and men of the l’ath will alweys look,

It is hoped that this record will become an example to future geners~
tions and will ingpire them to comtinne and perpefuate the great tradition of
SIRVICE as told herein, The National Guard of the fature must carry on ir the
same menner as have Kentucky soldlers ir the past,

I{ ie the elncere hope that these printed pages, now, and maybe in
yoars to coms will bring Joy, pleasurs and satisfaction td those who have helped
in making the L49th the nrganization 1% has become, It maybe that it will renew
within some hearts the fire of pasriotiam and love of ,8ERVICE, which only a trus

s0ldier knova,
é ; ROBXRT L BEOLL

Lt Col Ammor Ky ARNG



Headduarters 11&9th
~ Armor Growp

‘Robert L Bell
Thomas H Luke *

Robert G Cochran *
Bdward F Owens

| , Art_hur 0 Bonnycastle ¥
Louis Y Langford ®

Lester 1L Bownd

¥illiam £ Hall

Jack A Gianlombarde
James C Miles

John K Tully

Roger W Montgomery
Douglas L Gipe
Ellis A Price
Leater D Willis
John F Moore

| "'ﬁaunc‘ O Burch *

Jack H Ballard

- Langdon T Dyer

Donald C Treadway
Ulmont R Taylor
Xdward C MeYadden
James W Kriner

" Theodore Brasafield Jx
Everret C Dick

Archie B Hill

Thomas W Jones%
"@Glen 1L Numley

Bnoech L Rayboumm Jr
Thearon E Parsons

" ‘Richard L Caniff

‘Mlliam J Baker
William E Baldwin
Leonard § Clemons
Edward G Gee
Bawin ¥ Mundy

Helson A Merddith#
-Robert QO Pembezton Jr
Thomas J Murphy
Oharles A Paul

Robers B Siddens
Lonnie R Taylor Jr

... Grover T Van Fleet
" Dopald L Porter

Herbert L Segler
¥arren D Uornell
"~ Garland ¥ Pence

Robert A Clifton
Herbert B Willians

240th Tank Battalion

Gerald F Price
Billy N Hedges
Bill V Seiller
Louis G Dawers Jr
Robert M Fiorella
Wayland J Nalley
Albert G Bumphrey
Thomas B Lett Jr

2ll st Tank Battalion

Charles D Black
Oklyr R Carty o

John O Merchant
Maxwell C Williamson’
Joln P Jones

James X Moore

Idward O Bennett

Leo M Henderson
Robert L Reynolds
James D Barton

242nd Tank Battalion

Theodore B Lowman @
Vayne P COonley
Hobart H Hines
John T MclCollum Jr
Carl L Fout

Robert L Dezarn
Ydward L G111
Robert X Pritchard
Arthur B Rimmo ng

243rd Tank Battalion

Luther M Greer®
¥William H Hightower
Harold D Jaggers
Charles R Cpsssy *
¥illian ¥ Ennis III
Clauvdy C Gregory
Glen N Gill

Thomas O Wilkings
Robert T Kelly
Bennie L Hester
Charles £ Cobura

John A Keefe

Horace H Catinnag 1V
William L Bird
Richard 8§ Small
Edmund HE Taylor
¥illiam B Bickwermert
Lee J Poston

Albert G Sutherlin
Robert ¢ Dalton

¥William I Nau
Janes ¥ Thurman
Ben L Kinpingham
Chester ¥Woolum Jr
Janss H Williams
Frederick L Dixnn
Thomas ¥ Ledridge
Harold J Wilson
Borace G Wilson
Harold I Gant

Reinheld C Bendl
William B Keeton
Gary L Arthur
Billy G Wellman
Carl D Sparks
John R Anson
Edward E Rateliff
Gary Robinette
James Hsham

Garland B Reyno lds
Ray N Cossey®

Her schel B Stephens
John A Costanzo
James A Wheat
Harlan L Smith
Daniel I Bentley
Charles W Hedges
Richard 0 Brasher
Rudolph J Yarmer
Bobbie G Pedige






