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KyANG places first at ‘Photo Finish’

By Maj. Bd Tonini

Kentucky Air Guard erews claimed Lwo
major national swards in October during
“Photo Finish"” competition at Gulipore,
Miss,

Forty-eight Kentucky Airmen recently
traveled to Gullfporl to take part in the
fourth renewal of “Photo Finish,” the
Super Bowl of photo reconnaissance. All
«of the pholo reconnaissance uniis hased in
the continental United States were invited
to this head-to-head competition mvalving
the aelive Air Foree, the Mavy Reserves
and all ecight Air National Guard recon-
naissance unite under the sponsorship of
the Wational Guard Burcaw. Ten of 12
units hased statedide answoered the call to
determine bragging rights for the next two
years,

An intense compelition had narrowed
the Kentucky crews to Lt. Col, Stu Byme
and 1st Lt John Amshoff; Maj, Bill Leslie
and Capt. Jim Allen; and Capt. Don
Goley -and Capt, Paul Rhodes. They had
been carefully groomed by team captain
Maj, Gary Burge,

Aflter the first dav's sorlies over areas
in Misgissippi, Louisiann and Alabama,
whero bridges, railroad intersections, radio
relay stations, smokestacks and ofl tanks
becama the subject of aerial pholography,
the Kentueky team found itself in fourth
place. In each of the remaining davs of
competition the posted results had the 123
Toctical Reconnaissance Wing, Kentucky
Air Mational Guard, on top of the list of
flying units. At the end, Mgj. Gen. John B,
Conaway, Direetor of the Air National
Guard, awarded the National Champion-
ship Plague signifying the best reconnais-
sanee flying unit to Kentucky.

When the National Championship indivi-
dual airerews were announced, two Ken-
tuekians claimed the top prize. Goley and
Rhodes were judged the most proficient of
the 30 sircrews competing, '"The plagues
are niee but the recognition of being judged
best 38 something I'l always remember,'
said Goley, “The spirit which was generated

by the maintenance crews and the guys in
the pholo shop was unbelievable, Tt wos
reallv a team vietory,"”

The wward eceremonics were completed
as the Kentucky team accepted the runner-
up trophy in the portion of competition
which combined f{lving proficiency with
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WE'RE NUMBER ONE - Crew

members from the Kfndry um'd’s “Fhat

photo  interpretation. “They all did a
superb job. We couldn't he prouder,”
said jubilant Wing Commander Col, Cari 1.
Black al s bhomecoming celebration at
Standiford  Field, He continued, *We

always knew we were the best, now the
whole country knowsit!"

Finish™ winning teamn display their rank upon their return to Louisville,




Open House drawvs largest crowd

By Col. Don Armsirong

The day dawned overcast and gray,
threatening hoth the Military Challonge
run and the fifth annual open house cele-
bration for the Ailr MNational Guard in
Louisville, But the spirit of the runners
remuined enthusiastic as nearly 500 parti-
cipanls covered the 10 kilometer course,
running out of the Standiford Field base
over a flat, [ast course and back again,

By noon the skies had cloared complete-
Iy, temperatures were in the comfort
range, and the crowd began to swell,

With assistance from a police traffic
“chopper”, the combined securily foree
kept the crowd moving all day long - and
it was no mean task. By day's end the num-
hers would swell 1oa record fotal, estimated
by Air Guurd officials at 45,000,

“It was an absolutely super daw,” =aaid
Brig., Gen., William P. Gast, who was pena-
ral chairmun (or the evenl,

“After that little delay right at the
start because of the clowds and light eain,”
he said, “people came on in numbers,
There's no question aboutl il - it was the
higgest crowd wea've ever had, "

The array of military aireraft on the Air
Guard parking ramp was once again do-
minated by the mammoth C-5A *Galaxy."

Another popular ttem at the show was
the U5 Navy’s 14 “Tomeat.” Project
officers promoting the open houwss had
advertisad the appearance of the Tomeat
widely prior to the evenl, based on the
recent air-lo-air skirmish over the Medi-

Correction

In the Dectober edition of the BLUE-
GRASS GUARD, S5gt. Bobby Middleton
was incorrectly ddentified s 4 member of
the M-60 team that participated in the
Wilson Matches, PFC Guy Wilson, of the
1st Battalion, 149th Mechanized Infantry,
actunlly Tired in that position, The staff
regrets the error.
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terranean Sea whoen Tomeats shol down
two Libyan jet fightors.

“We were swealing on that one,” =said
Lt, Col, Jim Dougherty, who began work-
ing with Lt Col, Richard Jetl months
before the open house to line up the
various display aiccraflt,

“At the last minute the Navy unit that
was supposed to send the Tomeat called
and said they had a schedule: confliel,”
Dougherty said. “But Dick Jett finally
found a unil in California that agreed to
bail us out,”
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Aboul 2:30 pom, there was o threesship
flyover by a teio of RF-40"% on their way
to Exeércise Photo Finish. That gave the
public address announcer a chance to put
in & commercial for the accomplishments
of the Air Guard's reconnaissance units,

The Open House fulfilled the expecta-
tiens that were sel oul Tor il, "It takes a
fong time, o lol of dedicated people, and
a great deal of pride,"” Genoral Gast com-
mented, “IL was a greal show, and has to
be considered one of our beat ™

AIR OPEN HOUSE - Part of the record-breaking crowd visit exhibits during the Air
Guard's Open House at Standiford Field,



NGAKy relocates its offices to new property

By Capt. Tom Little

The National Guard Association of Ken-
tucky has made & major move that will have
a lonp-term impact upon thal organization,
aceording to Col, Jerey Heaton, the associa-
tion's executive director,

The Association has recently moved its
offices from Boone Center in Franklort to
newly-purchased property on Looisville
Rogad, across from Capital Cily Airport,

NGAKy Predident Lt, Col. Charles
Hillard explained that the property, which
was purchased for H147 500, mcludes o
house and two aparlment buildings with

Z20]1st awarded
for sixth time

The 201st Engineer Battalion, head-
guartered in Ashland, has been named the
cutstanding Guard battalion in the Tour-
state, Sixth Army Headiness and Maohiliza-
lion Region lor the sixth time, Maj, E.L.
Ravhourn Jr., executive officer for the
battalion, sccepted the trophy at the
National Guard Association of the US.
convention in Biloxi, Miss. recently. The
commander of the 201st Enpineer Batla-
lion 15 Lit, Col. Harold G, Robinson,

Battalions from: Ohio, Indiana and
Kentucky  compeled  for the covebed
wward, Selection eriteria for the awaord is
baged on performance in a wide range of
functions related to comhbat readiness, such
a% training slatus, a high manning level and
maintenance. The first Reckord Trophy
was awarded in 1975 and the 201sL Engi-
neer Battalion has won it six out of seven
years,

The Heckord trophies are named for the
late Maj, Gen., Milton A, Reckord,

By Spec. 4 Sparky Goodman

Military medical uniis have traditionally
had a difficult time recruiting an adequate
number of gualified personnel but, thanks
to a new recruiting approach, the Ken-
tucky Army  National Guard has had
recent notable success.

Through the efforts of Col. (Dr.) Sidney
Stéinberg, the State Surgeon, CWd Edwin
G. Birdwhistle and Maj. (Dr.) Charles P.
Bradshaw, the Kentucky National Guard
has recently filled 12 medical officer
positions, Steinberg, Birdwhislle and Brad-
shaw have heen wvisiting the University of
Louisville and the Universily of Kentucky

nine housing units; All of the apartments
are rented and the Association’s staff has
moved admimstration activities into Lhe
house,

Heaton and Hillard agreed that the Exe-
cutive Council felt the move was essentisl
for the Associantion Lo meel its poals and
that it was n sound linancial investment,
Heaton suggested that the property could
well pay for itsell’ over 15 years, He also
noted that the bulk of the morigage is
being carried at low interest by the previous
OWnNers,

Hillard explained that there hag already
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heen discussion of Lhe possibility of con-
structing an office building in the future
which could be of sufficient size to attract
other agencics as lenants.

In other NGAKy news, 35 memhers
recently eepresented the state at the annual
NWational Guard Association of the U5,
conference in Biloxi, Miss, Gaining equal
support for Guard eguipment acguisition
during  current  ledersl budget actions.

Maj, Gen. Billy G. Wellman, Kentucky's
Adjutant General, was eclected to the
NOAUS Executive Council for his first
full three-year term. He has been serving
as an appointee to fill an unexpired term,

MINE- SWEEFI&RS - Three members of the 201st Engineer Bnt.'l.;-a]inn., Ashland, check

an area for mines before the units moved in during a recent exercise. From left are:
Specs. 4 Jim Messer and Mati Snyder and Pfe. David King. The unit was one of the
first to conduct tactical training at the Eastern Kentucky Weekend Training Site,
located in Powell County. (Fhoto by Staff Sgt. Ron Bayes)

Different recruiting approach finds success

medical schools encouraging students to
join the Guard, Tollowing the formal pre-
sentation of Guard benefits, interested
students have a chanee to diseuss the
opportunities on an informal basis.

Steinberg remarked, “We have found
that a one-lo-one, doclor-lo-doctor Lype of
approach is very suecessful, ™

In the past, recruiters have been cmpha-
sizing the tuilion essistance program and,
while this is a major drawing card of the
Guard, it seems that another program
known as the Continuing Health Edueation
Program is even more relevant to medical
students;, This program allows students to

brogden  their medical backgrounds by
exposing them to the military sspecls of
medicine, Students can satisly some of
their medical school reguirements and, at
the same time, work at the largest military
hospitals in the eountry during their
annual fraining.

Many states place less emphasis on med-
ical units than Kontucky becavuse of the
difficulty in gaining and keeping medical
staff. With the formation of the 475th
Combat Support Hospital, headguartered
in Frankfort, and Company B of the 149th
Separate Armored Brigade in Newpaort, Lhe
Kentueky Guard has established its desire
Lo have a well-manned medical contingeney,



Two construction contracts awarded

By SFC Gordon Nichols

Spokesmen Tor Gov, John Y. Brown Jr,
recently announced award: of two con-
struction contracts that will provide more
faeilities for Kentucky Guard unita.

The [lirst contract awarded was for o

new  H950 000 armory to be huilt in
London. The new armory was made
possible by  Brown's commitment to

21 reenlistments

Tompkinsville

The Tompkinsville unit of the Kentucky
Army Mational Guard was recently assured
of the continued benefit of a tremendous
amount of experience as 21 members
extendoed Lheir enlistments for six years
each. Each person received 3 pewter belt
buckle with appropriate information in-

provide 546,000 in sdditional state money
to the project Lhat began as sn addition
several years apo/The total fodeeal share
will be HE04, 000, with the remaining paid
by atate funds.

The contract was awarded to Mitchell
Overfell Construction Company of Horse
Cave, Associnted Designers, an architect
and engincering firm from Lexington, will
serve as consultants,

The second contract awdrded was for
the renovation of an ares designed to house
a new kitchen at the Faleprounds Armory
in Louisville. The renovation was made
possible with a stste commitment fo
provide $65.408 lor the project, The
contract was pwarded to Chambers Con-
struction Company of Westport, ER,
Ronald snd  Associates, Lounisville, will
serye as consulting enginesrs,

Guard members sign up again

seribed,
Those who earned the award from
Battery A, 1st Battalion, 6233rd Field

Artillery were: Sgt. Roy Hoffman, Spec,
4 Lovice Cleary, Sgts, Ravmond Wilburn
wnd Anthony Ielm, Spee. 4 Terry York,
Spees, 5 Ronnie Cary, Donnie Parke and

Ronald Saderholm, Spts, James Jones,
Jerry  Anderscin  and  Kenneth Hodges,
Specs. 4 Ewvans. Bartley and Rex Short,
Sgt. Gary Sexton, Staff Spt, Eagle Gearlds,
Spts, Roger Anderson and Robert Morrison,
Spee, h Robert Richhart ond Spees. 4
Timethy Smith and Wendell Fish,

Retention program has high success rate

Though recruiting is essential to main-
taining Guard strength, retention plays an
equally important role and the Kentueky
Army Guard 15 realizing signilicant relen-
tion achicvements, The staté’s retention
rate remains around TH percent, according
to Spt, Maj, Fred Schleifer, who heads the
relention program,

Sehileifer cites benefils and several noew
approaches to the retention problem as
the principul causes of the sueeeszes thal
Fnve been achioved,

For example, individusls in specific
critical oceupation speeinlties may qualify
for a recplistment bonus of $300 per yvear
for threc- or six-year extensions. This is in

addilion Lo the bepefits available to all
Guard moembers, ineluding tuition assis-
tanes, redoced license plate cost, low-cost
insurines, post oxchange privileges and an
outstanding retircment program.

A lall-time vetention  staff  is now
supplemented by retention NCOs in each
unit and a motto of “The Guard Cares™
has been adopled,

To demonstrate this attitude, retention
staflf representatives are visibing units two
weekends each month snd are surveyving
individuals who eleet o leave the Guord
to determine why they made that decision,
Whenever possible, they will work fo
eliminate problems

A telephone “hotline’ has also bheen

installed and Guard members are en-
couraged fo use it to sdentifly problems
and seek help with difficulties, According
to Schleiler, the ‘service averages 15 calls
per. week, The toll-free number is (800)
F74-7601,

A pumber of prohlems have been e
solved and the majority of callerss appear
te be satisfied. For example, stafl members
have been able to locate pavehecks, have
insured that overdue promotions are pro-
eessed snd have helped perrons onoactive
duty Tor training,

Schleifer said that he welcomes sug-
gestions concerning ways Lo further im-
prove the retention progrom,
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