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INTRODUCTION

Kentucky National Guard during the Vietham War

The year 2009 marked the 40" Anniversary of the return to the Bluegrass from Vietnam
following a 12-month tour of duty for the men of the 2" Battalion, 138" Field Artillery,
Kentucky Army National Guard.

On 19 April 1968, the 2" Battalion, 138" Field Artillery with units in Louisville,
Bardstown, Elizabethtown and Carrollton, Kentucky were ordered to active duty by President
Lyndon B. Johnson. Among 24,500 men ordered to active duty in 88 units across the United
States were 570 Kentucky Guardsmen and 750 Kentucky Air Guardsmen.!

After approximately three weeks of processing, the Army Guardsmen were flown to Fort
Hood, Texas, for concentrated field training and combat qualification. Following the heritage,
which had been passed down through the generations of the Kentucky National Guard, these
men performed their duties with the utmost of expertise. These were civilian soldiers taken from
their civilian jobs to perform the task of liberating from Communist tyranny a tiny country
practically on the other side of the world. Even though such was quite unpopular with many
U.S. citizens, these centurions carried the torch of freedom for posterity. During the months
before deployment to the Republic of Vietnam, 105 men sought an injunction from shipping the
unit to a hostile zone without a declaration of war by the U. S. Congress. The U. S. Supreme
Court refused to issue the injunction. These men had their day to be heard and never once
complained of being sent to Southeast Asia. Not one man failed to do his duty commendably.

The Kentucky men showed much spirit. This was indicated by their disregard for a
Department of Defense policy, which disallowed two brothers serving together in a combat zone.
The 2" Battalion had numerous pairs of brothers serving in combat, as well as many who had
brothers serving with the U.S. Regulars in South Vietnam. Such concern truly brought out the
inbred motto of Kentuckians, "United We Stand, Divided We Fall."

The 2" Battalion of the 138" Field Artillery established headquarters at Gia Le Combat
Base. Its firing batteries occupied such famous bases as Fire Base Anzio, Bastogne, Tomahawk,
and Hill 88. Its responsibility was to provide fire support for the Screaming Eagles of the 101
Airborne Division, whose home is Fort Campbell, Kentucky. Together they were to keep North

! Earlier in the year, on 26 January 1968, the Pueblo Crisis off the coast of North Korea precipitated the recall to
federal service of the Kentucky Air National Guard's 123" Tactical Reconnaissance Wing at Shewmaker Air
National Guard Base in Louisville. Wing Headquarters and an enlarged 165" Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron
were moved to Richards Gebaur Air Force Base near Kansas City, Missouri, in July 1968.

During this call-up, the 123" units flew approximately 20,000 tactical flying hours and delivered almost
320,000 reconnaissance prints to requesting agencies. The command was deployed on important missions to the
Panama Canal Zone, the Alaskan Air Command and to Itazuke Air Base, Japan. Assigned personnel served on
active duty for 16 months and returned to state service on 8 June 1969. Performance during that period attained the
unit its first Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (AFOUA).
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Vietnamese Army (NVA) regulars from destroying neighboring villages that were located along
the China Sea. In this endeavor the Kentucky National Guard had provided such superior fire
support that NVA sappers, demolition experts, were given the life-or-death mission of
completely destroying Charlie Battery of Bardstown. Charlie Battery had created utter
destruction for the NVA and the only possible hope was an attempt to destroy her. Later
intelligence indicated that the NVA had practiced their mission of destruction because it was
well aware of Charlie Battery's battle adeptness.

The evening of 19 June 1969, was a quiet one for Charlie Battery on Tomahawk Hill.
There had been few attacks by the enemy in the previous days and fire missions were at a
minimum. It was pouring rain. South Vietnamese rainstorms are much different from those in
the States. It comes down with such force that one would think a dam had broken. The rain
numbs all hearing senses and limits visibility to one foot. The infiltrators are pleased with such
climate as it allows them movement, which normally would be checked. Many of the off-duty
men of Charlie were watching a James Bond movie or thinking about their loved ones back in
Kentucky.

Meanwhile, approximately 150 NV A sappers were amassing outside the perimeter of the
compound. Twenty-two infantrymen from the 101% Airborne Division were manning the
perimeter. At approximately 0145 hours approximately 75 of the sappers, clad only in loin
cloths and skullcaps with satchel charges strapped to their bodies and carrying RPG's, shoulder-
firing rocket launchers, proceeded to snake through the barbed concertina wire barricade.
Supported by a mortar unit the NVA sappers completely overran the defending infantry, killing
and wounding most of them.

A Bardstown man shouted the first alarm and the destruction was on. The deadly
sappers, who were, as would be later confirmed, on drugs, moved around devilishly free with no
fear of death. They threw satchel charges into the bunkers, killing and wounding many. The
wounded as well as the unharmed fought back with every ounce of life to drive the madmen
from the firebase. At the same time, other units of the Kentucky Guard at other firebases were
shelled by the NVA so that they could provide little or no fire for Charlie Battery.

The sappers delivered approximately 150 satchel charges and RPG's. After destroying an
ammunition storage area, three howitzers, nine bunkers, the mess hall, dining tent, maintenance
building, four ammunition carriers, three 2 %.-ton trucks, two % -ton trucks, and three jeeps, the
marauders of the night were forced to retreat. Cobra gunships zeroed in on the NVA position
and forced the surviving NV A sappers to run for their lives.

There were nine Kentucky casualties on the battlefield, but 23 of the enemy were killed.
Other dead were carried off by the enemy so as not to allow the Kentuckians the satisfaction of
knowing they had stopped the NVA's attempted goal: total destruction of Fire Base Tomahawk.
The Kentuckians took one prisoner, from which they learned much so that no such attack could
occur again.’

2 After-Action Report — Attack on FB TOMAHAWK, dated 7 July 1969, Headquarters, 2™ Battalion, 138"
Artillery.
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Senior Commander in Vietnam, General Creighton Abrams, said the 2™ Battalion 138"
Field Artillery, was "one of the best trained, and absolutely the best maintained battalion-sized
unit in Vietnam."?

Meanwhile, back in Kentucky, on 27 May 1968, 700 Guardsmen were ordered to
Louisville to quell a racial riot as state and local police fought late into the night to restore order
after rioting and looting erupted in the city's West End. Six units from Louisville were originally
called to curb the disturbance. Seventeen incidents of burning automobiles, looting of stores and
vandalism had occurred before the Guard established its headquarters at Brandeis Elementary
School. The mission of the Guardsmen was to protect firemen who were attempting to
extinguish fires initiated by arsonists. There were a total of 29 incidents of looting, vandalism,
and arson in the 90-minute period after the command post was set up.

The rioting centered around 28" and Greenwood. It was there that the action began at
8:30 p.m. following a rally protesting reinstatement of a Louisville policeman accused of using
excessive force in arresting an African-American on May 8. The rioting fanned out for blocks as
gangs of African-American youths roamed the streets. The price tag for the disturbance was
pegged at $200,000. The cost of maintaining the Guard for the period was estimated from
$30,000 to $40,000 per day.

In October of 1969 a welcome home ceremony was held for the returning 2" Battalion,
138" Field Artillery from Vietnam. Members of the Guard stood proudly in honoring its
achievements. The spring of 1970 was a violent one. President Richard M. Nixon had
committed troops into the fishhook of Cambodia in order to check North Vietnamese supply
lines and rest camps, which had been used as springboards for campaigns against the allied
forces. Back home in the U.S., the college campuses were humming with dissatisfaction as
evidenced by the numerous campus disorders. The powder, which set the explosion, was the
incident at Kent State University in Ohio. Four students had been accidentally struck and killed
by bullets, which allegedly came from the muzzles of Ohio Guardsmen. This incident created
chaos on many of the college campuses throughout the U.S. The University of Kentucky also
had its problems. On the night of 5 May, Governor Louie B. Nunn issued an emergency
proclamation after witnessing the destruction of the Air Force Reserve Officers Training Corps
(ROTC) Building. Two hundred eighty-five Guardsmen were called to aid in the protection of
state property and human life. On 7 May, 1000 student protesters were dispersed by tear gas for
failure to break up an unlawful assembly. Such was a distasteful task for the Guard for many of
the men were students at the University themselves. Yet they performed outstandingly in
keeping peace on the campus without a major incident. After four days the Guardsmen had
settled all chaos and had kept the University intact for the citizen taxpayers of the
Commonwealth.

Approximately 125,000 Kentuckians served in the Vietnam War. One thousand seventy-
seven gave their lives. In the 1960s Nelson County, Kentucky (Bardstown), had a total

% See Chapter 4, Back to the Bluegrass for addition recognition received by the battalion.
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population of about 30,000. During the Vietnam War the county lost a total of seven Guardsmen
and four other men serving in other units. This is the highest per capita rate of loss suffered by
any community during the war.

Today the 2" Battalion, 138" Field Acrtillery is still serving the Nation and the citizens of
the Commonwealth. Its ranks are filled with soldiers who carry on a proud tradition of service,
and some are the sons or grandsons of these Kentucky Vietnam Veteran Guardsmen.

I = e 4
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AMERICA’S VIETNAM WAR TIMELINE: 1954-1975

1954
The Geneva Accords ends Indochina War between France and Vietminh.*
1955
United States military advisors take over training of South Vietnamese military from the
French.
1958
North Vietnamese directed guerrilla war intensifies against government of South
Vietnam.
1960
North Vietnam announces formation of National Liberation Front (Viet Cong) committed
to victory over the government of South Vietnam.
1961
Kennedy Administration decides to increase military and economic aid to South Vietnam
and raises the number of military advisors from 685 to several thousand.
1963
President Diem is killed in an army coup. President John F. Kennedy is assassinated,;
Lyndon B. Johnson becomes President of the United States.
1964
The United States pledges continued assistance to South Vietnam to control “Communist
aggression”; warnings to North Vietnam are issued. In response to North Vietnamese attack in
the Gulf of Tonkin, Congress passes “Tonkin Gulf Resolution” supporting measures to protect
United States forces and “prevent further aggression.”
1965
Marines land in South Vietnam to defend the U. S. airbase at Da Nang. President
Johnson announces draft increase to allow buildup of U. S. forces in Vietnam from 75,000 to
125, 000, with more troops as needed.
1966
U. S. forces increase scope of ground operations throughout Vietnam. U. S. troop level
increases to 385, 300.
1967
President Johnson raises U. S. forces in South Vietnam to 525,000. U. S. Commander in
Vietnam, General William Westmoreland, warns Washington of impending major effort of
enemy.

* The 1954 Geneva Accords divided the Southeast Asia country of Vietnam into North and South Vietnam.
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1968
A major offensive against cities is launched by the Communists during Tet cease-fire.
President Johnson declares partial bombing halt, calls for peace talks with North Vietnam, and
announces he will not run for reelection.
1969
President Richard M. Nixon wins presidency, announces beginning of troop withdrawals,
and shifts war-fighting responsibility to South Vietnamese government. U. S. forces peaked at
536,100.
1970
United States — South Vietnamese forces attack North Viethamese bases in Cambodia.
U. S. force strength falls below 400,000 for the first time since 1967. Pacification program
scores major gains in South Vietnamese countryside.
1971
South Vietnamese troops, with U. S. air support, attack North Vietnamese bases in
southern Laos. Further U. S. withdrawals and peace negotiations in Paris continue.
1972
U. S. declares indefinite suspension of Paris peace talks. North Vietnamese launch
massive tank-led “Easter offensive.” U. S. responds with revived bombing of North Vietnam
and mining of North Vietnam’s ports. In December, bombing of the North intensifies in an
effort to get the North Vietnamese back to the conference table.
1973
President Nixon announces Accord on ending the war in Vietnam; cease-fire begins 27
January, and U. S. prisoners of war are released. U. S. Secretary of State and representatives of
North and South Vietnam and Viet Cong sign peace pacts in Paris. The longest war, to date in
U. S. history ends.
1974
U. S. Senate rejects Administration request for $266 million in additional military aid to
South Vietnam.
1975
Republic of Vietnam falls to massive North Vietnamese tank and infantry assault.
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Chapter One
THE CALL-UP

Premobilization: 2" Battalion, 138" Field Avrtillery was a selected reserve force (SRF)
unit organized under the “E” series Table of Organization and Equipment (TOE) and equipped
with the M114A1 155mm towed howitzer. The final annual training exercise prior to
mobilization was conducted at Fort Campbell, Kentucky in 1967 during which the Battalion
Army Training Test was successfully completed. The Kentucky National Guard XXIII Corps
Artillery tactical scenario placed the battalion in the General Support Reserve (GSR) role to the
101% Airborne Air Mobile (AM) Division Atrtillery, then stationed at Fort Campbell. This is
considered worthy of mention because just over a year later, the battalion once again was
assigned a GSR mission to the 101%, but this time it was assigned by the XXIV Corps Artillery
in the Republic of Vietnam.

Mobilization: The battalion was alerted on 11 April 1968, and mobilized on 13 May
1968, at Louisville, Kentucky. The battalion began converting to the Modified Table of
Organization and Equipment (MTOE) on 14 May 1969. At the outset, it was apparent that a
training cycle would be required for transitioning to the new equipment which included the
M109, 155mm, Self-Propelled Howitzer, the M18 Field Artillery Digital Automatic Computer
(FADAC) and metro/aviation equipment. The battalion was attached to the 1% Armored
Division, arriving at Fort Hood, Texas, on 21 May 1968.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 14 GO 78
"HEADQUARTERS. FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20753

GENERAL ORDERS 19 April 1968
NUMBER 78

CORDER TO ACTIVE DUTY

2d b 5E)118th At 6 Ft Knox,KY F T r
1. TC 999 D PAC PL §9-687, the unics as currently organized end members * ’"(ﬁﬁsr“‘“l)lth"'"Ly ot e g; 422; (ig&) Ft Knox, K hicpliogev e
thereof of the ARNGUS listed in Inclosure 1 are OAD at home stations g S ~4 3
effective 13 May 1968, TRY A Carrollton, XY 06-457E 97

i Elizabethtown,KY 00-457E 97

2. AlL officers and warrant officers of the ARNG appointed in the ARNG, 4 Bardstown, KY 06-457E 97
federally recognized, or examined and recommended for federal recognition, SVC ITRY Louisville,KY 06-459E 80
and assigned to units listed prior to the effective date hereof, who.do
not hold appointment ss reserve commissioned officer or warrant officer B t Equi Burlington, VT 05-054D 186 Ft Devens,MA Ft Jelvoir,V,
of the Ardy with assignment to the ARNGUS in the grade they hold in the Laust Bagrgo- (1 3uuin) Lan! 304 ’ i
ARNG h
ggade:t-e ereby tendered such appointment and are hereby OAD in rhese 107th SC Co (Comhat 5ve) £, Greenwich,RT  11-117D 350 Ft Devens,liA Ft Devens,:ld ToA
3. AR 135-300, 1A-MEP and LA Regulation 135-10 will apply in accom- 115¢th P Co Pawtucket,RT 19-057F 159 FG Devens,iA  ‘West Point,dY  T3A
plishing rhe personnel, administrative and logistical processing of units
except as otherwise directed by separate instructions, HQ First US Army. 141st TC Co (Lt Trk) Orange,NJ 55-017F 174 Ft Dix,NJ Ft McClellan,il THA

4. Units and members thereof OAD for 24 consecutive months unless sooner
released. (10 USC 673)

5. TUnits are attached for all purposes effecrive 13 May 1968 to process-

ing stations indicated. This attechment will terminate upon unir's 1
arrival at mebilization srations at which time units sre attached to Tnelasare
mobiiization stations for all purpeses.

6. Processing staticns will move units to mobilization stations in
accordance with provisions of movement directive to be published by HQ
First US Army.

7. Units will be reorganized by mobilization stations, ae directed, under
MIOE to be provided separately.

8. Direct coordination is suthorized between units and mobilization
stations. Copies of coordination with mobilization stations in other
Army areas will be provided appropriate Army headquarters. (AHABC-04)
FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: CHARLES M. MOUNT, JR.
Brigadier Gemeral, GS

Chief of §
Gavere 7 G, 0% o 50

> Letter, dated, 20 December 1972, Headquarters XXII1 Corps Artillery, to DA, Office of Reserve Components.

(89 1dv 6T) 8L 0D VI
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Coy Miller (left) drilling
A Battery, at Carrollton
National Guard Armory.
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2"Battalion, 138" Field Artillery
personnel boarding plane at
Staniford Field for flight to Fort
Hood, Texas.
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Chapter Two
THE TRAIN-UP

Training: Accelerated training of the battalion was initiated on 27 May 1968, at Fort
Hood, Texas. In a period of four months the battalion transitioned to the MTOE, successfully
completing basic unit and advance unit phases of training, and satisfactorily completed the
technical proficiency inspection by U. S. Continental Army Command.

Arrival at Fort Hood, Texas
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In the Barracks and Around Post
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In the Field
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LTC Robert W. Cundiff presents a representation of the
battalion crest to MG John K. Boles, Jr., commander,
1% Armored Division. The print was hung in the Old
Ironsides Conference Room at Fort Hood, Texas. U. S.
Army photograph.
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Preparation and Movement to Vietham

17



KENTUCKY THUNDER IN VIETNAM

1.4 ." 3
—— -«A.c‘,
R

e » n
* \\\\\\s\\\\\\\\\\\\'

‘
\.,\.auu

vaw;;:lull‘l:'v"

18



KENTUCKY THUNDER IN VIETNAM

19



KENTUCKY THUNDER IN VIETNAM

20



KENTUCKY THUNDER IN VIETNAM

Chapter Three
IN-COUNTRY

Here | am in this wartorn land,
This place is known as Vietnam,

It’s the coldest and darkest of nights
and the word is already down

That we’ll have to fight,
then, I thought, God, how can it be

Will this war really make’em free?
Then all at once | heard a terrifying sigh,

and there he was before my eyes.
He was my buddy from the other hill

I could tell you his name . . .
but you wouldn’t know him still.

He was a guy like you and I,
and came here, sure, but not to die.

When | looked at his face to say a prayer,
| saw a trace of gray in his hair . . .

Oh, God, it must have scared him so
to see before him his own life unfold.

Friends and neighbors, I ask you please
When you pray to our land, our God,

Remember me, but especially guys like these.

David A. Unseld.®

® David Unseld went with C Battery to Vietnam, he was infused with a Regular Army unit prior to the attack on FSB

Tomahawk.
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Operational Reports for 2" Battalion, 138" Field Artillery in Vietnam

= P Deployment: Advanced
- N ieeham elements of the battalion departed Fort
= %, Romscose Hood, Texas on 11 October 1968.
{ T sours cawina sea . The final elements of the organization

bl § e
\\ LAO S L TNUATNV:N e
‘\\-,. Ve
3+

THAILAN D."}

arrived in-country on 30 October. The
battalion was assigned to XXIV Corps
and in thirteen days was fully
operational. On 13 November 1968,
~at 1400 hours, Brigadier General
Allan G. Pixton, XXIV Corps
Artillery Commander, pulled the
lanyard on Number 3 piece, Battery
A, and fired the first 2/138" Field
Artillery round into the mountain
range south of Phu Bai, Vietnam.

G,
S [ Koy A
f ; ) Krann

o e (R Operations: During the tour
by in Vietnam, the battalion had a

N primary mission of reinforcing the

SOUTH fires of the 101% Airborne Air Mobile

CHINA SEA

(AM)  Division  Artillery and
frequently supported the 1% Army of
the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)

SOUTH VIETNAM - - -
19661967 Division and RF, PF units. During the
7 iz:is"'il':s:::::::;:\::darv period, 2/138th Field Arti I IEry
PR S — Battalion fired approximately 150,000
wwes | rounds and participated in  the

0 following major operations:

NEVADA EAGLE, KENTUCKY JUMPER, BRISTOL BOOTS, RICHLAND SQUARE, and
CAMPBELL STREAMER.

Operational Report Headquarters, 2" Battalion, 138™ Artillery for the Period Ending 31
January 1969.
Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

The Battalion completed all pre-deployment training at Ft Hood, Texas on 6 September
1968. Although some preparation for loading had started prior to this date all equipment was
packed and loaded on rail cars by 16 September 1968 which was the previously assigned
Equipment Shipment Readiness Date. All personnel received leaves, some started on 7
September 1968 and the remainder going 16 September 1968. The majority of the leaves were
for 30 days. The advanced party consisting of 12 Officers and 40 Enlisted Men (EM), including
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- N S essential equipment on 11 October
e }) " 1968 and arrived in the Republic of
V‘\ L ew SN} Vietnam (RVN) 13 October 1968.
“g?{:_d#/‘ "Dm This units host battalion, 1% Battalion,

LAOS S AN 83" Artillery, billeted the advance
A e party and immediately initiated

INDEX MAP 1\ 2 required in-country training and

CORPS TACTICAL ZONES

provided staff  assistance  on
operations and procedures peculiar to
Vietnam. The first element of the
main body arrived on 26 October
1968 with the entire battalion closing
in the Republic of Vietnam on 30
October 1968.  Strength of the
battalion upon arrival was 36
Officers, 3 Warrant Officers and 487 Enlisted Men. Headquarters Battery, C and Service
Batteries staged at Gia Le Combat Base and A and B Batteries at Phu Bai, for initial in-country
training. Minimum essential equipment arrived by cargo aircraft on 29 October 1968 with the
remainder of equipment arriving at Da Nang, RVN, on 30 October 1968, on the cargo ship Mayo
Lykes. Wheel vehicles were de-processed at Da Nang and driven north to unit staging areas via
Highway 1. Total mileage traveled was 70 miles with no incidents. Track vehicles (M109’s,
M548’s and M577’s) and conex containers were transported by LST from Da Nang to Tam My.
Track vehicles were then driven to staging areas. The next five days were spent in unloading
equipment, building bunkers and setting up housekeeping facilities, followed by two days of
formal training conducted on mandatory subjects. Fire Support Bases were occupied by the
three firing batteries following construction of howitzer positions and dry run artillery fire was
begun. Firing batteries were registered on 13 November 1968 and began firing into enemy
territory the same date. The Commanding General, XXIV Corps Artillery, and the Battalion
Commander, pulled the lanyard firing the first two rounds of the battalion in Vietnam. Three
days later the Commanding General, XXIV Corps, Lieutenant General R. G. Stillwell, certified
the battalion combat ready.

23



KENTUCKY THUNDER IN VIETNAM

Operational Report Headquarters, 2" Battalion, 138™ Artillery for the Period Ending 30
April 19609.
Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

The battalion continued, during this reporting period, to perform its assigned mission in a
satisfactory manner. The three firing batteries were widely dispersed with each battery
reinforcing a separate direct support artillery battalion in the 101% Airborne Division (Air
Mobile). Problems were encountered by the battalion support elements attempting to provide
adequate support simultaneously to all firing batteries. One battery during the reporting period
was located in an area accessible to track vehicles only. All classes of supply had to be
transported by track vehicles which necessitated the consolidation of M548’s from two batteries.
As of the end of this reporting period fully track vehicle resupply is being accomplished to one
of the firing batteries.

On 24 April 1969, Lieutenant Colonel Glenn D. Spradlin assumed command of the
battalion. At the time of the change of command the battalion was well into the infusion
program.” In March, 77 enlisted men were infused with the Americal Division at Chu Lai and in
April, 31 enlisted men were infused with the 108" Artillery Group at Dong Ha. During this
quarter 36 enlisted men were gained through pipeline replacements. The above headquarters
furnished this battalion, individuals with comparable MOS and grades, in most cases, and with
different DEROS months. The infusion program will continue with the 108" Artillery Group
through 15 May 1969, then, normal pipeline replacements will complete the infusion by 15 July
1969. By this date the battalion will have approximately 20% of the original personnel that
deployed with the unit in October 1968. In most cases, the infused personnel have done a good
job. However, only a small percentage of the infused personnel had ever seen a self-propelled
M109 Howitzer. Because of this, our maintenance and training program has required new
emphasis. During this quarter 10 officers have also been infused and by the end of July only 1
Major, 4 Captains, and 4 Lieutenants of the original group that deployed in October 1968 will
remain in the battalion.

During this quarter, the battalion reached the time limit for Service Awards. The
battalion policy is that every man is considered for an award. During this period 13 awards were

" “In early 1969, the S1, S2, S4, and the Headquarters Battery commander were promoted to major and transferred
to corps and corps artillery. The infusion program was started in earnest upon completion of six months in country.
We were grateful for the opportunity to perform as a team during the six month period and establish what we feel to
be an enviable record. Some men were hard to convince of the need to infuse and were very strong in their plea to
stay together. Needless to say, the program was carried out. The Commander of the Battalion when mobilized in
May 1968 retained that title through the CONUS training phase and in RVN from 10 October 1968 through April
1969. He was assigned XXIV Corps Artillery Operations Officer during the remaining months. In late June 1969,
about 120 members of the deployed strength remained in the 2/138™. Persons transferred out of the battalion ended
up in every major unit in RVN. In essence, scattered from the Delta to the DMZ. In late September 1969, the
original members of the battalion were assembled at Phu Bai. On 10 October, the 2/138™ Guardsmen with colors
departed Vietnam for Fort Knox, Kentucky and demobilization.” Reference, letter, dated 20 December 1972,
Headquarters XXII1 Corps Atrtillery, to DA, Office of Reserve Components.
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given for Service, Achievement and Valor. Each individual that has been infused has been
considered and appropriate recommendations have been forwarded to their gaining unit.

In the area of Civil Affairs the battalion surgeon became actively involved in the
MEDCAP program in the city of Hue. During this reporting period the battalion surgeon visited
the Hue Provincial Hospital each Monday and Wednesday morning and has treated many
Vietnamese patients. He has participated in 10 major surgical operations and numerous
procedures, and has treated approximately 150 Vietnamese patients.

Operational Report Headquarters, 2" Battalion, 138™ Artillery for the Period Ending 31
July 1969.
Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

The battalion engaged in combat support operations during the entire reporting period (92
days). The battalion remained attached to XXIV Corps Artillery with a mission of GSR 101%
Airborne Division Artillery.

At approximately 120215H May, Fire Support Base (FSB) Bastogne (YD622096) was
attacked with mortars, RPG’s (Rocket Propelled Grenade) and small arms fire. An RPG round
hit the powder pit of gun 4 of Battery C, 1% Battalion, 83" Artillery which was collocated on the
fire base with Battery A of this battalion. A fire was started which resulted in the detonation of
80 rounds of 175mm projectiles. Final protective fires were fired. A first light sweep of the area
produced 30 RPG rounds. During the attack, three men from Battery A, 2" Battalion, 138"
Artillery were wounded.

At 0145 hours on 19 June, Battery C located at Fire Support Base Tomahawk
(ZD117012), was attacked by a North Vietnamese Army (NVA) Sapper unit supported by RPG
fire. The enemy used normal sapper tactics by bombarding the Fire Base with RPG’s, cutting the
perimeter wire and advancing on the position from three directions. The attack lasted
approximately two hours. Results of the attack were: 16 NVA KIA, 1 NVA PW; 9 US KIA, 37
US WIA, 4-M109 Howitzers, 3-M548 cargo carriers, 3-2 % ton trucks, and 2-3/4 ton trucks
damaged. Since the attack, that battery position area was moved to higher ground that is more
defendable. An after action report was submitted on 7 July 1969.

The infusion program ended during the month of July. Approximately 26% of the
original personnel that deployed with the battalion are still present.®

There were no Friendly Fire Incidents during the reporting period.

® The Army’s Infusion program was established to avoid a heavy reduction in personnel in one unit when the time
came for the men to go home. Infusion provided for a slow, steady turnover of personnel. Additionally, in the case
of the National Guard, the program helped avoid a heavy loss in one unit from one community in the event the unit
was overrun.
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Additionally during the battalion’s tour of duty in Vietnam the following
information is provided:

Judicial incidents:

Summary Courts Martial: 1
Special Courts Martial: 1
Article 15: 38

Rest and Relaxation (R & R) for the men of the battalion:

In Country locations: China Beach, Eagle Beach, Vung Tau.

Out of Country locations:  Australia, Bangkok, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur,
Penang, Singapore, Taipei, and Tokyo.
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Operations Supported by 2™ Battalion, 138" Field Artillery in Vietnam

NEVADA EAGLE CONFIDENTIAL ~
17 May 1968 to 28 Feb 69 — the largest single 2D BN, 138TH ARTY
campaign ever fought by the 101% Airborne TN
Division. This operation was designed to clear
and secure the lowlands of Thua Thien province
in Northern I Corps and to deny all NVA and
VC forces operating in the area the ability to
capture the ripening rice crop growing in the
rich coastal plain north and south of Hue.

/

KENTUCKY JUMPER
01 March to 14 August 1969 — 101*" Airborne
Division, 9" Infantry Division and ARVN 3"
Regiment clear and search operation in Thua
Thien Province.

BRISTOL BOOTS
25 April to 15 May 1969 - 1st Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division operation in Ruong Ruong
Valley, Thua Thien and Quang Nam Provinces.

ORLL  IMAY-31 JULY 1969

CAMPBELL STREAMER ,
12 July to 15 August 1969 — 2" Brigade, 101 CONFIDENTIAL
Airborne Division and 2" Battalion, 502" Airborne Infantry Regiment clear and search
operation in Quang Nam and Thua Thien Provinces. Part of Divisional OPERATION
KENTUCKY JUMPER.

RICHLAND SQUARE
14 August to 28 September 1969 — 3" Brigade, 101% Airborne Division and ARVN 3" Regiment
clear and search operation in the A Shau, Da Krong, Valliesin, Quang Tri and Thua Thien
Provinces.

CLAIBORNE CHUTE
15 August to 28 September 1969 — 2" Brigade, 101 Airborne Division. Part of Divisional
OPERATION RICHLAND SQUARE.

CUMBERLAND THUNDER

18 August to 28 September 1969 — 1% Brigade, 101 Airborne Division and ARVN 3" Regiment.
Part of Divisional OPERATION RICHLAND SQUARE.
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ARTILLERY RAIDS:

Caisson 1V

Caisson Xl

Caisson X1V

Smoke belches from tube of
155mm howitzer of 2/138"
Artillery, as two crewmen outside
the self-propelled weapon protect
their ears from mighty blast.
Kentucky Army National Guard
unit has been reinforcing fires of
101% Airborne Division against
distant enemy in northern area of
South Viet Nam. U. S. Army
photograph.
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The Fire Support Bases of 2" Battalion, 138" Field Artillery in Vietnam

Cannon artillery is the only nonorganic fire support serving maneuver forces that is
immediately responsive, always available, and totally reliable. It is immediately responsive
because it is positioned to be always within range of the supported force, whereas other fire
support means most often must be brought to the battle area or moved within range. It is always
available because it is organized to provide field artillery in direct support of every committed
maneuver force. A maneuver commander may not always receive other fire power because it is
apportioned according to the needs of all commanders. It is totally reliable because it can
function in any weather and in poor visibility, when helicopters and planes are grounded or their
effectiveness is reduced.

Infantry commanders fully appreciated the value of field artillery support. In developing
their maneuver plans, they worked closely with their supporting artillery commanders to insure
that the plans could be fully supported by the artillery. If plans envisioned that maneuver
battalions would be so widely dispersed that they could not be supported by direct support
batteries operating from single battery positions, additional artillery was requested. If additional
artillery was unavailable, the direct support batteries were split to occupy several positions and
thereby increase area coverage even though fire power was reduced. Only on rare occasions did
maneuver forces in Vietham operate beyond the range of friendly artillery.

Use of available mobility allowed direct support artillery to follow supported ground
forces virtually anywhere. But once field artillery was displaced to a preplanned position to
provide supporting fires, it was extremely vulnerable to the enemy, who could attack in mass
from any direction. Firing batteries had neither the personnel nor the expertise to defend their
positions against determined enemy attacks. Accordingly, infantry units provided defensive
troops. The position jointly occupied by supporting artillery and defending infantry was referred
to as a fire base or fire support base. It was commanded by either an infantryman or an
artilleryman, usually whoever was the senior. From its fire base an artillery fire unit could shoot
in any direction to its maximum range and would answer calls for fire support from maneuver
forces operating under its protective umbrella.

The position for a fire base was selected jointly by the artillery and infantry commanders.
The primary concern of the artillery commander was that the position be adequate to support
maneuver elements throughout the area of operation. An important consideration was the
availability of other artillery within range of the position that, if required, could be called on to
provide indirect fire in defense of the fire base. Other important considerations were the type of
soil to support the howitzers and how readily the position could be defended and supplied by air.
The primary concern of the infantry commander was defense of the position unless he intended
to establish his headquarters on the fire base to take advantage of the available security. In that
event, he was concerned that the fire base be central to his maneuver forces so they could be
effectively controlled. This priority was generally agreeable to the artillery commander, who
could provide better all-round coverage from such a location.

Because of the manpower drain on maneuver units had they been required to defend all
artillery positions, fire bases were constructed almost exclusively for direct support artillery.
When such a fire base was established, it was usually to support a large operation of at least
divisional size or to provide a position when no available one was even marginally acceptable.
Division or field force artillery generally chose the best positions for their firing units not in
direct support from among defensive positions already established. As a result, such a unit might
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occupy a fire base with one or more other artillery units or, for that matter, might occupy any
other type of defensive position belonging to either American or allied forces. Any commander
was happy to have the additional fire power that a battery would bring to his position.

The organization of a fire base was a reflection of the flexibility and ingenuity of the
American soldier. Terrain, area available, and number and caliber of weapons, plus numerous
other variables, made it impossible to standardize procedures for occupying such positions. Still,
some generalities can be cited.

The formation of artillery pieces on the ground varied with the terrain and the caliber and
number of weapons. Insofar as possible, weapons were arranged in a pattern with as much depth
as width to eliminate the need for adjusting the pattern of effects on the ground. Six-gun
batteries, which included the Second Battalion’s 155-mm. batteries, were emplaced in a star
formation, with five guns describing the points of the star and the sixth gun in the center. This
configuration provided for an effective pattern of ground bursts and for all-round defense. At
night the center piece could effectively fire illumination while the other pieces supported with
direct fire.

The infantry established a perimeter as tight as feasible around the guns. The desired
configuration was a perfect circle, but this was seldom possible because of the varied terrain to
be defended. Perimeter defensive positions were dug in and bunkered where possible. To the
front, barbed wire was strung and claymore mines and trip flares were emplaced. Infantry
soldiers defended the fire base perimeter with their individual rifles and grenade launchers and
with crew-served machine guns and recoilless rifles. In addition, the infantry was equipped with
both 81-mm. and 4.2-inch mortars. Mortars were invaluable for fire base defense, not only for
their heavy volumes of high-explosive fires but also for close-in illumination during enemy night
attacks. A fire base was fortunate if it had air defense weapons on its perimeter. Both the
M42A1"Duster," a dual 40-mm. weapon, and the M55 (quad), four .50caliber machine guns fired
simultaneously, provided impressive ground fires, though neither weapon had been designed for
that role. These weapons were organic only to non-divisional air defense battalions and were not
available in sufficient numbers to provide protection to all fire bases.

The defense responsibilities of the infantry did not end with the establishment of a strong
defensive perimeter. Just as important was aggressive and continuous patrolling around the fire
base to frustrate enemy attempts to reconnoiter the base and prepare for an attack. Usually, a
single-battery fire base was provided a rifle company to man the perimeter and conduct
necessary patrols. This provision was recognized in the organization of infantry battalions in
Vietnam, where each battalion was assigned four rifle companies instead of only three.

The field artillery on the fire base also contributed to its defense. In fact, the contribution
of the artillery was often the deciding factor in staving off a determined attack. Artillery
defensive fires included direct fire, counter-mortar fire, and mutually supporting fire.

Direct fire, as its name implies, required line of sight between weapon and target. It
involved the use of special antipersonnel munitions and techniques. The XM546 antipersonnel
projectile, called the Beehive round, was particularly effective in the direct fire role. The
projectile was filled with over 8,000 flechettes, or small metal darts. The field artillery direct fire
capability was integrated with the infantry defense to cover likely avenues of approach and the
most vulnerable areas. It was imperative that the infantry bunkers be built up in the rear so that
the infantrymen were protected from the effects of the Beehive ammunition.

Another effective direct fire technique was "Killer Junior." The technique was designed
to defend fire bases against enemy ground attack and used mechanical time-fused projectiles set
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to burst approximately 30 feet off the ground at ranges of 200 to 1,000 meters. The name Killer
Junior applied to light and medium artillery (105-mm. and 155-mm.), whereas "Killer Senior"
referred to the same system used with the 8-inch howitzer. This technique proved more effective
in many instances than direct fire with Beehive ammunition because the enemy could avoid
Beehive by lying prone or crawling. Another successful application of the Killer technique was
in clearing snipers from around base areas. The name Killer came from the radio call sign of the
battalion that perfected the technique. To speed the delivery of fire, the crew of each weapon
used a firing table containing the quadrant, fuze settings, and charge appropriate for each range
at which direct fire targets could be acquired.

Counter-mortar (or counter-battery) fires, the second type of artillery defensive fire, were
preplanned, unobserved fires that were executed in the event the fire base underwent an enemy
rocket or mortar attack, either as part of a ground attack or as a "standoff" attack using rocket or
mortar fire alone. A field artillery forward observer or liaison officer chose likely positions for
enemy weapons from a map and from information provided by aerial reconnaissance. Firing
data to the positions were computed and a fire plan was prepared. The fire plan was retained in
the battery fire direction center, where it could be executed immediately when requested. This
procedure might at first glance appear to depend to a great extent on luck, but it proved to be
quite effective. An experienced artilleryman knowing the optimum range of enemy weapons, the
likely routes into the area, and the criteria for good weapons positions could be very accurate in
predicting future locations of enemy weapons.

Mutually supporting fires, the third type of artillery defensive fire, were indirect fires
provided by one fire base in support of another. Whenever a new base was established, field
artillery forward observers and liaison officers contacted responsible personnel on other bases
within range and made plans to support one another if attacked. Planning included choosing and
pre-firing targets close to the defensive perimeter of each fire base. The firing data were retained
in the fire direction centers and used when requested. Immediately available close-in fires were
thus assured. Subsequent corrections could be made if necessary.

Time and again the indirect fires from mutually supporting artillery proved to be a
principal factor in successfully countering an enemy attack on a fire base. Having mutually
supporting bases was considered so important that whenever a battery was required to occupy a
position beyond the range of any friendly artillery, every effort was made to readjust other
artillery positions to bring them within range. If that was not possible, batteries often split into
three-gun platoons and occupied two separate but mutually supporting positions.

The various designs of individual weapon emplacements constructed by batteries on fire
bases reflected a great deal of initiative and individuality. The design normally was standardized
within a battalion and, in some cases, throughout a division or group. Whatever the design, it
provided for all-round protection of weapons and crews from direct fire, readily available
overhead cover for the crews, and protection of ammunition. Common materials used were
sandbags, ammunition boxes, powder canisters, pierced-steel planking, heavy timbers, and
corrugated steel roofing. Steel culverts covered with sandbags were used to provide hastily
constructed, yet effective, personnel cover. Standard cyclone fencing placed 20-25 feet in front
of positions protected howitzers, which, with their high silhouettes, were particularly vulnerable
to enemy rocket attack.

The 6,400-mil environment required that gun sections be thoroughly versed in techniques
to allow weapons to be shifted rapidly to a new direction of fire. Two sets of reference points,
which normally consisted of two sets of aiming posts or one set of aiming posts and an infinity
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collimator, provided a visible angular reference in any direction. Azimuth markers or stakes
around the gun positions provided easy reference and facilitated the frequent shifting of trails
from mission to mission.

Central to the firing battery was the fire direction center. This was a small, well-
bunkered position. It had the personnel and equipment necessary to receive fire requests from
forward observers with the supported force and to convert these requests to data that were usable
at the guns. Fire direction centers; too, had to follow new techniques in order to respond to calls
for fire from all directions. Firing charts had to allow for a 6,400-mil range of fire, and much
experimentation was done in this area to devise the best system. Generally, an oversized firing
chart mounted on a large table proved to be the most effective solution.

The fire base proved its worth in Vietnam: it could be quickly constructed virtually
anywhere; it could withstand the most formidable assaults that an unsophisticated enemy could
bring against it; and it permitted the field artillery to provide fire support of the same high quality
as that provided in past wars.’

Howit =g Nowitzer crew
Sandhags ::['t:": e - and section Sandbags
of canisters ' o I] — I] — equipment or canisters
[ =t 1
=4
ST

Ammunition racks
(Protected by sandbags or laterite-filled canisters)

The hewitzer parapet was open. The ammunition racks and crew
quarters were covered with pierced steel plank and sandbags.

155-mm Howitzer emplacement.

® Text is taken from Ott, Field Artillery 1954-1973, pp. 55-72.
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Section of Vietnam Map showing area of operations for 2

1. Giale Combat Base
(YD 823162: Reference, map sheet

6541 1V, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps. A.k.a. Camp
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2. Phu Bai/Camp Hochmuth
(YD 885135: Reference, map sheet

6541 IV, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps. Located on the
west side of QL-1, directly across
highway from Phu Bai Air Field.
Marine base camp and Headquarters,
3" Marine Division. Named in honor
of USMC Major General Bruno A.
Hochmuth, Commanding General, 3"
Marine Division, killed in action 14
November 1967.

A Battery, B Battery and C Battery.
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Fire Support Bases

3. FEire Support Base (FSB) Anzio ™ ‘\
(YD 929072: Reference, map sheet -
6541 1V, 1:50,000). Thua Thien g
Province, | Corps. A.k.a. FSB La Son.
Located near Thon Xuan Hoa,
approximately 9 km SSE of Phu Bai.

B Battery.
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4. Fire Support Base (FSB) Bastogne
(YD 620095: Reference, map sheet 6441 =~ ) =

: = ' = :
I, 1:50,000). Thua Thien Province, | \\ = l
Corps. A.k.a. FOB Bastogne and LZ ~ ‘Sw
& e
-

Bastogne. Approximately 15 km WSW of
Nam Hoa and 17 km SW Hue along north
side of Highway 547.

A Battery.
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5. FEire Support Base (FSB) Beach
(AT 871996: Reference, map sheet
6641 IV, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps.

C Battery.

Although listed as having been
assigned to FSB Beach, C Battery only
sent an advanced party; the battery
never occupied the location. The area
was considered secure. From time to
time members of C Battery spent a
little R & R time at the “Beach.”*°

10 per email correspondence of BG (Ret) Thomas R. Ice, dated 15 Aug 2010.
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6. Fire Support Base (FSB) Birmingham

(YD 703102: Reference, map sheet 6541 IV,

1:50,000).

&

Thua Thien Province, | Corps.

A.k.a. Hill 90. Located approximately 12 km
SSW of Hue along Highway 547, just north of
Song Huu Trach. Named in honor of Platoon
Sergeant Edward A. Birmingham, killed in 7

action 02 October 1967.

A Battery.
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7. FEire Support Base (FSB) Hank
(YC 910880: Reference, map sheet
6541 I1l, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps. Located in the
Ruong Ruong Valley, approximately
54 km WNW of Da Nang Air Base
and 22 km SW of Phu Loc.

C Battery.

8. Fire Support Base (FSB) Hill 88/Denis
(AU 808018: Reference, map sheet
6441 IV, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps. A.k.a. Nui Trun.
Located on the coast at the base of
Mui Chou May Dong. 36 km ESE of
Phu Bai.

C Battery.
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9. Fire Support Base (FSB) Quick/Quick I (9 & 10
(YD 906028: Reference, map sheet 6541 IV, -
1:50,000). Thua Thien Province, | Corps. Located 2
along road that ran south from QL-1 to Ruong Ruong
Valley, approximately 13 km due south of Phu Bai.

B Battery.

10. Fire Support Base (FSB) Quick Il (11)
(YC 894994. Reference, map sheet 6541 1V,
1:50,000). Thua Thien Province, | Corps. Located
near Thon Ben Tau, approximately 20 km due west of
Q Phu Loc and 16 km S of Phu Bai.

B Battery and C Battery.
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11. Fire Support Base (FSB) Sam
(YC 869841: Reference, map sheet
6541 111, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps.

C Battery.

12. Fire Support Base (FSB) Tomahawk

HmaN

(ZD 117014: Reference, map sheet
6541 1, 1:50,000). Thua Thien
Province, | Corps. A.k.a. Hill 132 or
Tomahawk Hill. Located along south
side of QL-1 near the northern
approach to Hai Van  Pass,
approximately 2 km E of Q Phu Loc
and 40 km SE of Hue.

B Battery and C Battery.
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Headquarters and Headquarters Battery: Louisville (Jefferson County), Kentucky.
Location(s): Gia Le Combat Base (YD 827152: Reference, map sheet 6541 IV, 1:50,000).

During their tour of duty in Vietnam the battalion fired approximately 150,000 rounds.

CUNDIFF, Robert W.
BUSH, Charles H.
JAMES, Robert D.
BOATMAN, Howard
HENDERSON, Garland L.
LOY, Harold O.
MAYS, Terrel D.
TILLEY, John P.
WILLSON, Bingham H.
WILSON, Roye S.
RICHIE, Charles W.
ALBERS, Robert E., Jr.
CLARK, David L.
DOYLE, Charles D.
DOYLE, Earl L., Jr.
PETERS, Henry D., Il
KIRK, J. D.

BROWN, John M., Jr.
GOODMAN, Dewey J.
BAILEY, Robert L.

HASSELWANDER, Philip H., Jr.

LANKSWERT, Patrick E.
BALLARD, Lawrence A.
BEKIS, Anatolis

BORNTRAEGER, Louis J.

JACOBS, Jerry R.
OAKES, Raymond C.
RABISHAW, Oliver R.
ROTH, James T.

RUCKREIGEL, Charles H.

HUDSON, Charles C.
LINK, Urban J., Jr.
MULLINS, Roger A.
O’CONNOR, David F.
OWENS, Michael E.

UNIT ROSTER
LTC REDDEN, Donald L.
MAJ SHARP, Roscoe C., Jr.
MAJ GARDNER, Charles A., 11l
CPT GREULICH, Joseph L.
CPT JOHNSON, William S.
CPT McCOY, Finley T.
CPT MORRIS, James H., Jr.
CPT RICHARDSON, Robert K.
CPT ROBINSON, John A.
CPT TAYLOR, Robert S.
1LT TOMLINSON, Larry W.
2LT VAUGHN, Elvis L.
2LT BARRINGER, Roberts A.
2LT BEAM, Robert J.
2LT BEAUCHAMP, William F., Jr.
2LT BISCAN, John J., Jr.
SGM BRADEN, Ronnie D.
MSG BURTON, Eugene E., Jr.
MSG CLEMENTS, Marion K.
SFC COFFEY, Charles R.
SFC CRAVENS, Leon J.
SFC DAWSON, Bruce L.
SSG DURHAM, Robert P.
SSG GROSS, John B., Jr.
SSG HAWTHORNE, Charles R.
SSG JOHNSTON, Ronald K.
SSG KITTERMAN, Charles P.
SSG KRUPP, Ronald L.
SSG LARUE, Ottis E.
SSG MAGGARD, Paschal D.
SGT MARSHALL, James C., Il
SGT MITCHELL, Robert L.
SGT MONTGOMERY, Ronald B.
SGT OTT, Walter R.
SGT REESE, Houston G., Jr.

SGT
SGT
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
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RITCHIE, Gordon M.
RYAN, Martin C., Jr.
SNEED, Daniel R.
THOMPSON, Charles D.
VAN ZEE, David J.

WHITWORTH, David A.
BALDWIN, Alfred T., Jr.

BARNETT, Timothy W.
CAZEL, Gary R.
COFFEY, Rodger D.
DUDLEY, Bradley B.
FIELDS, Glen B.
GABHART, Gary S.
HAMILTON, Gerald T.
HARDISON, William T.
HATFIELD, Dennis L.
JORGENSEN, James F.
KAMBER, Michael S.
LEHR, Carl W., Jr.
LOTZE, Charles W.
MASSEY, James E.

McCUTCHEN, Phillip H.

MCINTIRE, Joseph D.
MERCER, James A.
NEAL, Herbert A.
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SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

PETERWORTH, Donald L.

ROUNDTREE, Elmer R.
SCHOTT, James W., Jr.
SMITH, James J.
SPROWLS, William T.
STEWART, Robert L.
STILES, Clinton C.
TAYLOR, Anthony E.
THOMAS, Michael A.
TRACY, Don W.
VAIRIN, Michael B.
VAN METER, Larry W.
VAUGHN, James R., Jr.
WALLACE, Donald L.
WEBB, Robert
WILLIFORD, Robert E.
YARBERRY, Danny W.
AYRE, James W.
CLARK, Ronald L.
JONES, Rufus, Jr.
MCcAFEE, Gerald C.
MEUTER, Craig F.
STEWART, John W., Jr.
TINSLEY, Marion F.

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PV2
PV2
PV2
PV2
PV2
PV2
PV2
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KENTUCKY THUNDER IN VIETNAM

Service Battery: Louisville (Jefferson County), Kentucky.
Location(s): Gia Le Combat Base (YD 827152: Reference, map sheet 6541 IV, 1:50,000).

UNIT ROSTER
BERTHOLD, Julius L. CPT GOEING, Nelson D. SP4
HARBIN, Charles H. 2LT HARDIN, David W. SP4
PFEIFFER, Richard N. 2LT HARDY, Ronald E. SP4
BUTLER, Charles K. CWs3 HENDERSON, Ronald J. SP4
SHANKS, Cecil C. CWs3 HUGHES, Roy W. SP4
HANNA, Richard L. CwW2 HUTCHERSON, James L. SP4
ELKINS, Hubert W. 1SG JOHNSON, James F. SP4
ELMEN, Frank J. SFC JOHNSON, Ronald A. SP4
SHANKS, Albert A. SFC KAELIN, Milton L., Jr. SP4
WADLEY, Larry P. SFC LEICHHARDT, Alan L. SP4
CHEATHAM, Harold D. SSG MCcELWAIN, John R. SP4
KEENEY, Presley R. SSG MOORE, Roderick W. SP4
KERSEY, James A. SSG MORTON, James L. 11 SP4
LAMKIN, Joseph T. SSG OLINGER, Anthony E. SP4
WIEST, James E. SSG PRATHER, Gary W. SP4
CARR, Bertram A. SGT RICHARDSON, Gary W. SP4
CROWE, Donald L. SGT ROBINSON, Bobby D. SP4
HALL, Elmer R. SGT SCHMIDT, John M. SP4
RAUSCH, Vincent E., Jr. SGT SCHMITT, John M. SP4
SCHMITT, John W., Jr. SGT SEIDT, Michael F. SP4
TAYLOR, Daniel B., Jr. SGT SHELTON, Jimmie D. SP4
BOWMAN, Freddie T. SP5 SMITH, Myron E. SP4
DELPH, Donald L. SP5 WILKERSON, James R. SP4
ESTES, Earl R. SP5 ATCHER, Larry P. PFC
GODBRY, James M. SP5 BRADLEY, Tanney M. PFC
MARTIN, Larry G. SP5 CARPENTER, Donald L. PFC
STEWART, Robert D. SP5 CLARK, Garnett S. PFC
TAYLOR, Paul D. SP5 CONNOLLY, Edward M., Jr. PFC
BAUMGARDNER, Donald B. SP4 CRUME, John T. PFC
BUMBA, Ronald H. SP4 FRANKLIN, Donald L. PFC
CHUMLEY, Robert L. SP4 GARRETT, David W. PFC
CLARK, Norman V. SP4 GOODMAN, Thomas H. PFC
COMPTON, Ronald G. SP4 HEAD, Charles R. PFC
CROWE, James E. SP4 HESTER, James R. PFC
EPPERSON, George W. SP4 HICKS, Rudy E. PFC

GAGEL, Delbert L. SP4 LAMPTON, Robert J. PFC
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LEESE, Jimmie L.
MUDD, Jospeh K.
MUNCY, Larry L.
PHILLIPS, Harold J.
SMITH, Richard E.
VANMETER, Warren K.
WALLACE, Ronald L.
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PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

WIKOFF, Charles C., Jr.
LEACHMAN, Charles C.
PAGELSEN,