


"NOTES FRON THE COMMANDm DESK- - - - - - - - 
The death of President Kennedy has caused a l l  of us t o  r e f l e c t  on the 

f a c t  t h a t  this country yemains Tree: because i t s  cit izens,  a r e  wi l l ing  t o  give 
t h e i r  l i ve s  f o r  ' their  countq.  , ," . >  .. , ,.. . . . . .  . . .  . . '. 3 ' . . 

No one wants t o  die but I +m sure t h a t  each of you w63d .be w i l l i n g ,  
i f  necessary, t o  give your l i f e  i n  defense of yo& country. You have demon- 
s t r a t ed  t h i s  by. jo ining the National Guard. (I;et u s  not kid  owselveg- - 
i n  the event  o f  an ' i l l -ou twar  . ;?he: . would b e  c8JLed. t o  act ive du$ one day 

. . . .  . . >, and be fighk$ng the next; a . . ' .' " ' " ! " . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 
, . 

3: : . . .  1 ........... . . . 
. . > . . . . . .  . . , . - !. ? 

I rea l i ze  tha t  there a i e  many' othe; rea"ii6nk f<ri ' jdining the Guard; but 
I firmly r ea l i ze  and believe tha t  i f  each of you w i l l  think &bout it' you w i l l  
r ea l ize  t h a t  every f r e e  man has t h i s  obligation to  'defend h i s  country with h i s  
l i f e  i f  necessary. I believe t h a t  deep down i n s i d e o f  you, you &re proud tha t  
you are  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  obligation. 

A l l  of us i n  the National Guwd a re  recrui ters .  You and I have t r i e d  
using va2ious..approaches t o  this problem. I would suggest t h a t  for  a change 
you use an approach'used on patr2otism. Jus t  b e , c a n d i d a n d  t e l l  your prospect 
t o  examine h i s  conscience and decide f o r  himself whether.or not  he f e l l s  he 
has an obligation t o  do something i n  the defense of his country. 

This i s  a high l e v e l  appeal. It should be effective.  

I hope t h a t  each member of this b a t t i l i o n  w i l l  have a most haspy holiday 
season and t h a t  196L w i l l  be a good year f o r  all of you- - - - 

' / Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding 
i 

< ~ .  , . , . . , . ,: : . ., . . . . .  . . . . . . .  <:.- : ' 

EDITORS N@TE+> '$"& '<< <. ~,: ++ 3~ ++ $+ +(. *. ++ ,it.,& 3:- + ++ $& it :?:: +* ++ ,: +( 4:- 3:. ;$ ,: ,: 
DATE OF THIS PUBLICATION 20 December 1963 
The or ig ina l  VTDETTE was published in 1862 and per iodical ly  thereaf ter  a s  
General Morgan desired u n t i l  9 May 1865. This publication was not published 
again &il the  4th Howitzer Battalion issued the first copy s i n m  i ts  
discontinueance on 15 June 1963. This is the second publication by the k th  
Howitzer Battalion -doticendant of the or ig ina l  Morgans Men. 






















